Lesson Plan Merriam’s Turkey Hunt

Standards: 1st Grade Math- DR 0.1.1.1 & 1st Grade Science as Inquiry ST 4.2.1 &2, 1st Grade Language Arts (R) 1.1,3.4
Objectives: Students will learn:
· about wild turkeys, specifically the subspecies Merriam’s Turkey which is most prevalent in the western United States, central Wyoming. 
· how to differentiate turkeys 
· turkey vocabulary, using academic content during discussion and writing
· How to count by 10’s off the decade (14, 24, 34, etc…)
· To organize themselves in order from smallest to largest
Materials: Turkey cards with numbers written on the back, computer with online access or use classroom, Smartboard.
Vocabulary: Merriam’s Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo merriami), omnivore, poults, snood, strut, toms, wattle, caruncle, dusting, forage, Galliformes, gobble, hens, jake, spur
Teacher background information: “Although approximately the same size as the Eastern, the Merriam has different coloration. It is black with blue, purple and bronze reflections. White feathers on the lower back and tail feather margins distinguish the Merriam from other subspecies of turkey. Merriam’s appear to have a white rump due to pinkish buff, or whitish tail coverts and tips. It closely resembles the Gould's turkey but its tail margin is not usually quite as pure white nor is the light margin of the tail tip quite as wide as in the Gould's. The tail feathers are very conspicuous when the gobbler struts against a dark background. Toms have black-tipped breast feathers, while the hens exhibit buff tips. Hens have a more extensive white area on the wings giving a whiter appearance when the wings are folded”.  http://wildturkeyzone.com/wildturkey/merriams.htm 
Anticipatory Set: Have students watch video of Merriam’s Turkey taken in Casper, Wyoming (http://www.caspercollege.edu/werner/curriculum.html) and talk about the students’ prior knowledge of the turkey. Play the sounds of a wild turkey found at: http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Wild_Turkey/lifehistory
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Procedure-After completing the anticipating set-
1. Write the vocabulary list on the board and define them as a class discussion. Print out the attached turkey anatomy diagram and hang by the vocabulary words.
2. Have a class discussion about how to identify Merriam’s Turkeys (see above). Ask students the turkey questions. Ex: what is the difference between a jake and a tom? What does Galliforme mean? What is the spur useful for? Etc…
3. Print out copies of the turkey picture, enough for every student. On the back of each turkey, write one of the numbers. 4, 14, 24, 34, 44, 54, 64, 74, 84, 94, 104, 114, 124, 134, 144, 154, 164, 174, 184, 194, 204, 214, 224, 234, 244, 254, 264, 274, 284.
4. Before students go to recess, explain that when they return, there will be a turkey hunt in the classroom. Explain to them that each student is to find one paper turkey and when they have found one, to sit back in their chair and wait patiently for everyone to find one (hide the turkey pictures while the students are at recess.
5. After everyone has found their turkeys have them turn over the turkey papers and look at their numbers. 
6. Next, have the students form a line with the smallest number (4) at the front of the line and stand in order to the largest. 
7. After the students have completed this task correctly (there may be a few out of order) - talk about their strategy regarding lining up and if there was an easier way. They can redo the activity if necessary.
8. Finally, give the students a math quiz about counting off the decade.
9. When they have finished their quiz, they can complete a turkey drawing or the attached crossword.

Follow-up Enrichment: Take the students to the Werner Wildlife Museum to view their turkey specimens.
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Make copies of these pictures and cut out enough for each child to have one. Number the backs of the pictures in a sequential order for math line activity.
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TAIL FEATHERS OR RECTRICES EAR OPENING HEAD CROWN
There are usually 18 present, but a No flap to funnel sounds, but a tom Predominantly white during the spring,
gobbler can lose a few when fighting. hears extremely well sometimes with a reddish tint
Tan- to brown-tipped on Easter,

Rio Grande and Osceola subspecies;
ivory-tipped on Merriam's,

EVE

Setinto the side of the

head for monocular vision:

a slight tum of the head allows
360 degree field of vision.
TAILCOVERTS
ip colors vary

with subspecies. SNOOD

Long and prominent on a mature

gobbler, but no known function.

BACK AND BODY FEATHERS
Provide insulation and shed
water, When upraised they
refract sunlight to add to a
strutting tom's grandeur.

MAJOR CARUNCLES
Large and fleshy.
Engorged with blood
during the spring.

BREAST FEATHERS
Black tips give a gobbler

PRIMARY WING FEATHERS a coal-black appearance.

Marked by distinctive white bars
(less barring on the Osceola).
“Toms rub off wing tips with
extended strutting.

BEARD
Three to four inches on a jake;
seven to nine inches on a two-year-old;
and 10 inches or longer on a three-year-

old gobbier. Thickness varies. Some
toms have multiple beards.

SPUR
Most spurs are black, some have red
or blond tints. They appear as a short
button on a jake; just less than a one-
inch straight spur on a two-year-old;
and as a sharp, curved, one-inch or
longer spur on a three-year-old tom,

FOOT
Three long toes.
‘The middle toe measures
3 2 5 N ‘313 2 to 3% inches on a gobbler.
Know the Differerice Between "Heris & Gobblers
It's easy to distinguish a gobbler from a hen by differences in their size, color, heads, and other characteristics.




