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Henry Jensen: Anytime you want to stop or make any comments why uh, don't hesitate

to tap me on the shoulders, and I will stop.

Dana Van Burgh, Jr.: Ok. Hey, been one of those days.

Jensen: Ha! You two are the head honchos' here.

Van Burgh.: You just tell us about it and we'll listen.

Jensen: I suppose that you have noticed a number of times that the so called "Red Buttes

Fight" was pretty much misnamed. Because the "Red Buttes" happens to be a good many

miles away from where the Fight took place I don't know just how many miles, but

several miles.

Terry Logue [unclear]

Van Burgh: Yeah Right

Jensen: If you will notice that place where the [land slipped], I don't recall if you noted

in your thing this place where they had the slippage up here,

Van Burgh: Yes.

Jensen: It might, now this really, - I really don't know if it has anything to do with what

we're talking about, but this whole area along this mountain is just as unstable as it is



possible to be, and there is no way that I would ever want to build up a home, anywhere

in that area. It might be a thousand years, but tomorrow when the whole thing might slip.

Van Burgh: Yup

[Speaker Unclear]

Van Burgh: No should have.

Jensen: That's your Jackson Canyon isn't it?

Van Burgh: Yes, pretty much, yes.

Jensen: I always had an idea that he was talking about uh Poison Spider. In his journal

and that the house or hut that they built, was down near the mouth of Poison Spider. But

in recent years, now this is just my own particular theory, I don't believe it was down here

at all. Because at the time of the year that [Robert Jordan?] was here, Poison Spider

would be dry. It is nothing but a dry wash most of the year. And the only place where

there is any kind of water, and good water that is potable, and he spoke of water, was

over here at Speas Springs and I think that, and his daughter thinks that, his habitation, if

you can call it that, is down on this end, rather than down at the mouth of Poison Spider,

'cause there is where the water is, and there is where the good supply of fuel would be.

They're mostly Junipers and the Cottonwood.

[speaker unclear] You are not gonna tell me who?

Jensen: I am sure that you mention in there, as I recall it about that this was about where

Robert Jordan [Unclear]

[speaker unclear]

Jensen: Have you mentioned in there, I said, I think North of [?] Goose Egg. Have you

mentioned John Wayne's picture? John Wayne made this picture of the firefighting.



Van Burgh: Uh Uh yeah

Logue: "The Hellfighters ?"

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: You see that was filmed right over on that slide right over there. A good portion

of it.

I had a girlfriend who was going to Summer school in Laramie. And I had the

weekend off and they [weren't for it]. I decided the only way I could go see my girlfriend

was to cut across country, and so I decided to cut across this roadway and there really

weren't any roads here in those days, you know, and so I came to Casper and then came

down here. I don't know if you will remember [unclear] I don't even remember the name

of this, but down here, about a half a mile there is an old road that takes off, and that was

the road that led to Medicine Bow in those days.

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: Pretty well kept now, it is right here.

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: I went down and saw my girlfriend and that's it, right there, and here, this one

on the left I can't place exactly to the year, but it was some where between 1946 and

1950, that, that slipped. We went to town on one week end, and when we came back,

that a Sunday that had just slipped at that time. And you can see where the whole thing

over the years geologically, has done this innumerable times. You can see the bumpy

plain all along there where they [long pause] but it's a formation.

Logue: Frontier?

Van Burgh: There's a plain right there. 5240 Road.



Jensen: It doesn't have much to do with your guide, but then ah. Did you mention this

old ox bow here?

Van Burgh: Yeah

Jensen: You did? O.K Yeah, you see you're way ahead of me.

Logue: Do you have a good photo of that?

Van Burgh: Yes, I have an aerial and ground.

Logue: [unclear]

Jensen: Pedro Mountains. I recall the first time I ever saw this, it was in 1946, I had . . .

Who's place is that? Yeah now that's the Bates Creek coming in from the left. Bates

creek, of course, heads way back up in the Laramie Range, oh that's 40 or 50 miles up

there to the head of it, have you ever been up to the head?

Van Burgh: Yep

Jensen: When I was growing up; there were no, absolutely no beaver, and I never saw a

Beaver and never saw a Beaver Dam. The beaver had been virtually eliminated from

Wyoming by 1900. They just didn't exist; there were maybe a few in the high mountains.

And another animal that was virtually gone .... I was born and raised in the country, and I

never saw an antelope till I was 16 years old. There were just no antelope, there were a

few, . . . there was a little bunch out oh, just about the exact geographic center of

Wyoming, .South of Moneta in that area. There was another little bunch of uh in Eastern

Fremont County, near Bate's Battle Ground, up near Bate's Battle Ground, for all intent

and purposes all the antelope had been wiped out. And now [sports]that went along here,

will probably say when they get away from Wyoming, literally thousands of antelope,

here. [laugh] and there are also, all along the river here, there are still beaver all along



the river here, they are all [Bank Beavers] but there are beaver all along the river. I

wouldn't be surprised but what there's some right in the City Limits of Casper. I don't

know that there are, but I wouldn't be surprised.

Jensen: You have a comment about the Government Bridge.

Van Burgh: OK

Jensen: Has this been made into a National Historical Site.

Van Burgh: Not that I know of.

Jensen: Should it be?

Van Burgh: [both talk at same time]

Jensen: You could go to work on it and get a job. Laughing.

When was it built?

Van Burgh: 1905.

Jensen: That is what I thought. I was thinking it was 1905. Now the old road you know

followed the river. In a way it used to be a much more interesting road to follow.

Because, the geese in the fall of the year used to come in and feed on those fields down

there and I have seen times when there would be hundreds and hundreds of Canadian

Geese on the fields down here along the river.

Logue: You all know anything about this oilfield?

Jensen: You can't tell now, but off on the left of the river a few miles up the ...

Van Burgh: 93

Jensen: on the river is one of the early oil fields. Do you have it mentioned?

Van Burgh: Which one?

Jensen: Isn't it "Little Spindle Top?" Is it mentioned? Do you have it mentioned?



Van Burgh: I haven't added it, but I am going to.

Jensen: And it is still producing uh I think mostly stripper wells now, but it is still

producing.

Logue: Do you have photos of the angular unconformity for me?

Van Burgh: Yes, Aerial and ground.

Jensen: Yes [unclear] right now. I don't know, uh if you have mentioned it, do you have

it mentioned , but what we are passing through here now, is a part of the Kendrick

Project, uh the water comes from Alcova dam and is part of the Kendrick Project, which

was one of the dreams of Wyoming Senator Kendrick.

The word Alcova is Spanish, and this area was given its' name by the Early

Spanish, or Mexican, was it Mexican sheepherders? Who came in here to bed their sheep

in the area, which was a perfect, a perfect shelter for bedding sheep and they called it

Alcova, which means bedroom. "Alcova" is Spanish for bedroom.

Van Burgh: Huh!

Jensen: And that's where the name Alcova came from, and that is where it got its' name

originally. Back up in these hills is almost perfect shelter for protecting a bunch of sheep.

When they are in storms and this sort of thing so that they could be protected. But

Spanish is their origin.

Have you read the book by Preuss "Exploring the Fremont"?

Van Burgh: Yes.

Jensen: Uh ..You know Preuss.. uh..Preuss hated Fremont, with a passion. Little laugh,

and he certainly wasn't complimentary, but I have often wondered ... we are coming to

Alcova now, and of course, the Fremont Canyon is above there, and the reason it got the



name of Fremont, is because of the misfortune that happened there, when Fremont lost

most of the oil of his scientific equipment when the boats upset, you know the inflatable

boats upset going over some rapids in Fremont Canyon. And, I have often wondered if

when that water is shut off, if you go up to those rapids, if you couldn't find in that river

bed some of that equipment that Fremont lost. It could be there, I have been tempted a

number of times to go up there sometime when they had the river shut off, and see if

there was any of that material ..uh.. in that river bottom.

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: Because there was a lot of it was metal material, compasses and all this sort of

thing, Brass.

Van Burgh: Do you want to stop here?

Logue: I haven't any reason to

Jensen: What comment do you have about the dam? We have a lot of that in the Alcova

Guide.

Jensen: Huh?

Van Burgh: Let me pull off up here.

Jensen: It is served by the Hot Springs REA which seems a little bit unusual when you

consider where Thermopolis is, in relation to this area.

Van Burgh: Yeah

Jensen: The Hot Springs REA also serves Medicine Bow.

Van Burgh: Huh.

Jensen: Did you know that.

Van Burgh: huhuh.



Jensen: The Hot Springs REA serves Medicine Bow, the Shirley Basin and that whole

area down in there is served by the Hot Springs REA. It's interesting to follow this canal

out, it goes through a half a dozen tunnels to get water over into the area along highway

20-26, in that area. Some of those ... There is one of those tunnels where it takes it

through a ridge in south of 20-26, and I think that tunnel is well over a mile long. . . .

Long Pause....

Logue: Oh good

Jensen: Juniper

Van Burgh: Yes.

Jensen: Which is one of the typical types of vegetation in Western... [lots of noise on

transmitter] and obviously, I don't know where the name Seminoe came from, it isn't

Seminole, for the Indians. It's Seminoe and I don't know what the origin of that name is.

It apparently has its roots back somewhere in the very early White contact period, but I

don't have any idea I have never been able to find out. Maybe you have.

Van Burgh: No

Jensen: But Seminoe when I was growing up, I thought it was Seminole for the Indian

Tribe, but apparently it isn't. It is Seminoe rather than Seminole.

Did you know the Bundy's? They had a homestead out here too, you know.

Van Burgh: Which Bundy?

Jensen: Well, I guess they're related to the people that has the boat business there in

Casper, I think that's the same family. . They were early settlers they had a place pretty

close by the Pathfinder Lake on the west side of Seminoe?. . .cough.. I am trying to think

of something here for ranchers, the Irene's but that wouldn't make any ... most tourists



wouldn't be inerested in those people, particularly Uh ... Uh.....I don't know the name

[unclear]

The Miles Family was prominent of course all of them in this country ran sheep

and cattle out there, ... cough...they are among the early day ranchers.

Logue: What about artifacts?

Jensen: Wait a minute. I really can't think of anything very interesting.

Logue: What about Indian artifacts out in that country? Do you find arrow heads?

Jensen: Well of course this is a comment that might fit in anything, over the course of

12,000 years and it has been at least 12,000 years. You can find artifacts

anywhere...laugh. They are everywhere, and particularly along you will find where there

is water and the possibility of game you are going to find artifacts. And, there are places

out in there where it is just fantastic...cough... I am sure that you could go out there and

find sites that are10,000 years old, out in this area south here. Maybe even older . . . these

people . . . Well you know this Casper site is almost 11,000 years old. Were you ever up

at the Casper site when they were digging it?

Van Burgh: No

Jensen: Well this of course, there they were dealing with Bison and antiquis but I am

sure you would find the same thing out here, where you will find the conditions right

with water and grazing. You would find artifacts there of that age probably, Hells Gap

and Agate Basin artifacts out there. They are not easy to find and incidently, it's against

the law to pick them up now. I never could quite understand the theory in back of this,

because people who don't pick them up what happens to them then. If, if ... what good

are they to anybody



Logue: Yeah.

Jensen: if, if, they are just left? What good are they?

Logue: I don't know.

Jensen: Uh ..it's it's I understand how the BLM people feel about it, they are protecting

them, but, if they just lay there, what's the purpose of it? And you know it doesn't make

much sense . . . What? . . .[unclear]

I'd like to go back off to the right here over on...where we went over to that

volcano, that's up to you though, and that's something you probably don't have any

mention of it either, that there is a cluster of volcanoes. When we get down here a little

farther off to the right down here, you might want to mention that somewhere but there is

a cluster of volcanoes but I would like to go where that fault line is. Fault line runs up

here east of there. See where that fault line runs through where all those springs are I, I

just would give anything if I could get out there sometime and take my little Roto Hoe

and just make about 2 shallow passes along through some of that dirt and see what I

uncover, because, it is almost certain that with those springs and that water with the game

there that were inevitably there, that that was a campsite there.

Van Burgh: Yeah

Jensen: I don't need to just go dig, dig, something up, but I would sure like to make a

pass at it sometime.

Logue: Uh huh, I bet you would find something.

Jensen: Oh, I am sure you would. But, you see I am not really interested in the artifacts

particularly, but I would like to find out if there were some sites there that might be

interesting to enter. You know where I am talking about?



Van Burgh: Yeah

Jensen: There is a big faultline runs through there east of that where all the springs are

the springs are all caused by that fault line. In that area east of those volcanoes. There

probably should be some comments made about [Unclear]

When we get up here, maybe we can talk about them a little bit. If you, I don't know what

you've got about them already. Although I have read all that. [unclear]

The Oregon Trail is north of us, and I suppose you will notice that. Not too far, actually 2

or 3 miles, maybe 3 miles north of here, but the Oregon Trail runs parallel to it through

this area all the way along here.

Van Burgh: Just before it said parking area.

Jensen: It runs down over there, it is running down what they call "Fish Creek," and

there again, I've often wondered why that is called "Fish Creek". 'Cause I don't know

how any Fish ever got in to it. In those early days, although it is perfectly possible

because there are some Alkali streams in

Wyoming which has a variety of fish in them that aren't found any where else in

the world, and this may be some of those fish. Poison Creek for example has some

minnows, yet oh about a tenth of the way down Poison Creek over in Natrona and

Fremont County, they are about three inches long and they are not found any where else

in the world and nobody knows exactly how they got there. I guess they are still there.

They may be something like the Snail Darter and be eliminated but they were there many

years ago. I remember seeing lots of them.

...Long Pause...



Those hills in front of us there, I'm asking now, "are a part of the Sweetwater

Rocks, aren't they?"

Van Burgh: Yeah

Jensen: Northward extension of the Sweetwater Rocks. And the Sweetwater rocks are a

granite uplift, aren't they?

Van Burgh: Yes.

Jensen: From pre Indian times? If that means they are historic or not, I don't know. Over

this,... I don't know again, I would be guessing, But, I don't know how many tourists

would be interested in this. But you can stand on the end of . . . and now just a second I

have to get myself lined up here, on the end of Ferris Mountain, on the East end of Ferris

Mountain there is a Basaltic Dike? Oh, it must be 40 feet wide that runs right straight

through the mountain. And if you face towards the Pedros across Pathfinder reservoir you

can look out 15 miles or maybe more, maybe 20 miles to the south and see exactly the

same dike striking right straight through the Pedros.

Van Burgh: Huh.

Jensen: And if you go on the Hollow in between where it is all eroded away, you will

come to a place where there is the float. It's all Basaltic rocks of one sort or another.

So that, that dike has gone right straight across, clear from the top of the Ferris' right

across through the Pedros, and how far it runs from there I don't know. I know some

places where those dikes on further down this way run for 30 miles, just for the Basaltic

excluded I guess, and you find lots of dikes down here.

Logue: How wide?



Jensen: Oh that must be at least,... well its wide enough that you can stand on that point,

stand over in the Ferris' and see it in the Pedros so it must be 30 or 40 feet wide and

black, Black Basalt. I don't know how far that runs, but as I say I know in some cases

they run for 30 miles across country. What they call Black rock which is the exact center

of Geographical center of Wyoming, it will be off in this area. It is south of Moneta and

between Moneta and Jeffrey City is a Basaltic dike, a part of a Basaltic dike that runs

through that country for miles and miles. ... You two are both knowledgeable geologists.

But the other type of dike that you are seeing all through here is quartz of course.

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: But, I don't think I have ever known of one of the quartz that extends as far

through the country as the Basalt, the Basaltic Dike.

Logue: Wonder if there is evidence that those happened at the same time.

Van Burgh: I don't know. Might Have.

Jensen: Bates Creek that's looking ahead here now, down where the trees are ahead of

us, was another one of the Sanford Ranches. Now we are getting down in the area where

you can see the backwaters of the Pathfinder, extending up the Sweetwater River and it is

at this point, down from below the ranch which we see off to our left and in front of it

where Bothwell and the Suns and a group of ranchers along the sweetwater killed - hung

Jim Averill and Cattle Kate. The place where they were hung is now under the waters of

Pathfinder, but it was just down Along Highway Towards Rawlins 75 Burtch Ranch that

you see right in front of us to the left. And some thought that whether Cattle Kate and Jim

Averill were really ever guilty of anything was never proven. Nobody ever proved that

they were guilty of anything. Except maybe she was sleeping with him,



Van Burgh: Milepost 75.

Jensen: Which was quite common among men and women even in those days. But they

have never proved that they had ever stolen anything. And I think, and you can correct

me on this, but I think this is about the only example in American History of a woman

literally being hung. Although they did burn some witches I think didn't they?

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: But it was a case of a group of people taking the law into their own hands.

You don't need too much editorial comment anyway.

[Laugh]

Jensen: And The Sun's are still a very prominent family in this area. Did you know old

Tom Sun?

Van Burgh: No

Jensen: Over the years we got to be pretty good friends. They were nice people.

Have you been out to that volcano since the abortive attempt that we made? We went up

there, where, Terry and the Phelans. I'd like to go up there again sometime. Now you

have got to comment about this Oregon Trail coming in here. Coming down Horse Creek

and coming in to the area here. Do you know who owned this ranch at the time they hung

Cattle Kate?

Van Burgh: No.

Jensen: I'm going to see if I can find out, I don't know either who owned it right at that

time. And, I am sure that it was a ranch. Because there isn't this much hay land that they

would let sit here and not be used. But, in my life the Sanfords were the owners for the

biggest part of the time that I knew.



Logue: Bothwell was back down in here someplace?

Jensen: Huh?

Logue?: Bothwell was that back down here?

Jensen: I'm not sure it coulda been Bothwell, that owned it. I don't know who owned it.

It could very well could be Bothwell's Ranch, but I say, I don't know, I am going to see if

I can find out. Well actually Bothwell was an absentee owner he only came here probably

during the summertime most of the time, for awhile. And a lot of those people though,

were the most violent that was true here, in the Johnson County War too some of the

absentee owners were the most violent against the homesteaders and the so called

Nesters. And, I think that was probably true of Bothwell, he basically was not a native,

well, as a matter of fact, I don't know any people who were really natives. But, I don't

know this may have been his ranch. I don't know for sure. I am not much help to you

because I don't know for sure.

[unclear]

Jensen: Did you ever go to the county records to see, we are still in Natrona County now.

Logue: Yeah

Jensen: Was Natrona County established early enough, when was it established? South

of us also, there is lots of Wyoming Jade, has been found out in this country and South

over

Van Burgh: 69 [What was the]

Jensen: the Seminoes and along the foot of the Ferris Mountains, there has all kinds of

jade been found there. Halsey Kortes found mostly all of his jade in that area and bearing

from almost coal black to some of the prettiest apple green you ever saw, all through



these areas. You know Halsey Kortes? Well, Halsey Kortes got into the rock cutting

business and became good friends of J. O. Pratt was one of the biggest Jade Factories

they ever had in America. J. O. Pratt would come out here every summer, and would

spend .. oh.. Sometimes he would spend a month in the summer. Working with "J", is

cutting Jade, hunting Jade he just loved Jade. He had one of the finest collections of Jade

in the world. It's in a museum back in Chicago, but, I can't tell you which one. But the

whole country has Jade in it.

Do you wanna go up to the Volcanoes this morning? [everyone laughs]. The

Volcano in north of us here, is only one of a whole cluster of volcanoes, that is out in

this area.

Logue: If you fly over them you can see them.

Jensen: If you fly over them you can see them? That is what he told me a number of, or

several years ago after we were up there. That, that was only one of several volcanoes

that was in the area here. Of course, I know you have comments about Devil's Gate, so

there ain't much to say about that.

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: My grandfather as a seven year old boy came over the Oregon Trail, over the

Mormon trail rather and they stopped at Independence Rock on the way. That was one of

those Ancestor Brigades

Logue: When was that?

Jensen: That was, I believe the Summer of 1858. He and his family. Brother and Sister,

and Mother and Father left Benson at Omaha and came over the Mormon Trail on their

way to Utah. I have often wondered how much of that motivation was religious and how



much of it was economic. I know that my Grandparents people were peasants and I

know they didn't have anything in Denmark, and I think that they did that all for their

security. [unclear]

Tom Sun told me that when he was growing up that there was practically no trees

anywhere on the Sweetwater. He said that there were two factors that caused that. First

of all you had the spring floods every year, and mid summer floods, cloudbursts, which

washed trees away. And then in addition he said in the winter the elk moved in on to the

Sweetwater, migrated to the winter feeding grounds by the thousands. There were

thousands of elk along the Sweetwater in the winter and if any Cottonwood Sapling got

started it never survived the winter. That they were eaten up by the elk. And you see

then, now the people coming over the Oregon Trail never saw those elk, cause this

happened in the wintertime the elk moved in the winter and then in the summertime they

were going back to their summer ranges, so that they were never hunted to any great

extent by the people traveling the Oregon Trail because those people were here at a

different time of the year. But he said the elk came in along the river, literally by the

thousands in the early days. In his father's time; you see in later years though, those

migration routes were cut off by means of fences and just people so that the elk no longer

moved into this area and into the area on the desert south of the Seminoes, and the Ferris'

and in that area. There are no elk at all on the desert, anymore you see.

Now you can look up there in front of us, now and see evidence of several of

those dikes some of them quartz. This one right straight in front of us, I think, just off a

little bit to the right there is probably quartz. If you go up and examine it at the foot of it

there is quartz all over there .. But you can see the black ones which are Basaltic, you see



there's a half a dozen of them just right there in a short space on that granite hillside there.

I have often thought I would like to get one of these modern metal detectors and go up to

the remains of one of those quartz dikes and see, if it might be mineralized. When do you

want to go with me? [Laugh].

Van Burgh: He's the prospector.

Jensen: Well, I'm not sure but what there might be some mineralized quartz dikes.

Van Burgh: Could be.

Jensen: You commented on that Dumbell; it is one of the early day ranches, Grieves

owned it.

[Long Pause]

But, in the United States at least it's been eliminated it doesn't even exist anymore.

But strangely enough the Cholera along the Oregon Trail, which killed literally thousands

of people began to abate from the time they hit the Sweetwater and by the time they left

what is now Wyoming just practically was gone. I suppose due to the fact that they had

better water, and I don't know what else, but any rate the Cholera just quit. About the last

known Cholera death that I know of, where there are graves that are known, is in South,

or .. North of Kemmerer where this a ...oh .. there's a grave there upon the Hamms Fork

where a girl died of Cholera and that is about one of the last graves that you will find.

For some reason or another, when they got over this far the Cholera just quit. Of course,

most of your tourists never get down this far.

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: Some of the buildings, one of the buildings right in the middle of that structure



is one of the original parts of the original Tom Sun Ranch which was established in the

'70's, and it is still in use every day, I think as a matter of fact I think it's a dining room

for the ranch. The original buildings were built of logs down here, as I say a part of that

original building, is still, have you ever been in the museum? It's closed up.

Van Burgh: Huh

Jensen: It's closed. Yeah Thomas died, after Thomas died, why they closed the museum

up. Were you ever in it?

Van Burgh: No.

Jensen: Probably, sometime Bernard would probably take you, let you go in there some

time. Thomas, you've got comments about the old man the original Tom Sun.

Van Burgh: Yeah

Jensen: That was a good deal for work of Thomas he was the third, the third Tom Sun.

And when Tom Thomas died, why that kinda .. Bernard got tabs. Bernard's a rancher and

a he doesn't particularly have that much interest in it. Now old Tom Sun told me that he

had, back around here, where these people all froze to death, now he told me he had been

up there a half a dozen times with the Mormon people and they have never been able to

find the exact site of those burials.

Van Burgh: Huh

Jensen: Even with metal detectors, because when most of the people when they buried

them they didn't have any metal on them, they just .. but they buried them as quickly as

they could. It's all they could do. But, old man Sun also told me that there was some

exaggeration about the exact number of people who died at this cove. He said they had

been dying before, and they died afterwards. So that the total number was right, but the



complete number that died right in that cove at Martin's Cove, was a little bit

exaggerated, somewhat exaggerated. Now that was just his comment. The old man Sun

and his wife, you know, they lived in this house down here and I believe died there, both

of them, I think. That's Bernard's house up there not very far. If you want to, tourists

aren't going to be getting down here for any reason to see this anyway. Have you ever

walked around the overlook up here?

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: I think it is a good idea. They've done a good job. You have permits over on the

overlook on this so people will stop?

Van Burgh: Yes.

Jensen: [long noisy pause] I wish I was at home [unclear] in front of us.[Van Burgh

speaking in the back ground at the same time unclear.]

[Logue?]:You don't see that very often anymore.

Jensen: That's pretty good shape.

Van Burgh: Yeah.

Jensen: I have at home and I can't recall the man's name, but I could look this up, a

proposal that a man, I think he lives in Canada now, but, he sent this proposal to me to

present to the Historical Society, and I presented it at a meeting in Green River quite a

number of years ago, and what he proposed - when I get up here on the highway I can tell

you what I am talking about. - He was proposing a bas relief statuary of somewhat

similar to Mount Rushmore, and - I need to get up here so I can show you what he is

talking about. - But you see the Oregon Trail went right up the Sweetwater here.

Van Burgh: yeah [long pause]



Jensen: Is there a turn off up here?

Van Burgh: Yep

Jensen: Now Martin's Cove, a lot of people think that just right up in there is Martin's

Cove, but, actually it's Martin's Cove, there. Martin's Cove is another little Cove off of

this road where these people had taken shelter. It's off to the right of ...this just this

opening out here isn't Martin's Cove.

[Logue?]: On the east side?

Jensen: I think maybe when we get right up here, I can point out what this fellow's

proposal was. What he was talking about doing was having on one of these bare rocks,

and I will point it out to you up here. A couple in bas relief, in deep relief, a couple of

Conestoga wagons with oxen headed towards the west with human figures, and these

were to be gigantic in size, these wagons would be 50 to 75 feet tall so that they would

show up from a long distance away. I'll tell you what his burning proposal was in just a

minute. What he proposed to do was to excavate the rock and make a bench straight up

and down and then have these figures carved into the tall granite. And they would be, he

proposed at least two of these wagons with oxen and human figures and so on. Now you

understand this would cost you money to do this, and what he proposes on this bare rock

right over here, would be where the immigrant train would be. And then on the rock off

to the . . . there is another bare rock off to the west there, from coming down from that

carved the same way ... would be a group of Indians coming on their horses as a wild

ride, to attack the wagon train. I have, ... He actually sent me blue prints and then

drawings of the whole thing, course I have them all at home. But, you see, you would be

able to see that work the minute that you came into the gap up here, and I suppose



probably it would cost now a days, it would cost 50 million dollars to do it. But, I made

the proposal to the Historical Society as he had asked me to do. And there was a good

deal of discussion about it, no hurry at this session but, just talking about it, but it would

make a rather an outstanding display.

Logue: Martin's cove is back up in there?]

Jensen: Martin's Cove is back up in there

Logue: to the east?

Jensen: Yeah

Logue: OK

Jensen: [unclear] [conversation unclear]

Jensen: Yeah Got a bank of sand here.

[End of Tape and Transcription]


