


Director’s Note

Wow. Where did the
summer go?

We have had a
wonderful and very
busy summer here
at the Tate

Geological Museum,

(which is why the July
and August newsletter was not distributed). Our field
season was just as successful. We finished collecting the
triceratops skeleton known as Gret. Last year, the Tate
crew collected the skull from this animal. This year, the
lower jaw as well as several ribs were collected.

On the second and third dig a new triceratops site,
known as Dustin’s site, was uncovered. This site proved
to be more productive than we first anticipated. From
this site we have uncovered several ribs, vertebrae, limb
material, and part of the pelvis. You may have read about
this project in the Casper Star-Tribune this summer. JP
and many of our volunteers will be visiting this site again
during the fall season to collect most of the exposed
material. We will work on this site again next summer.

The combination of these two animals, along with a
few other parts here and there should provide us enough
of a skeleton for a mounted dinosaur in the museum

gallery.

Also this summer, the Tate underwent a few
maintenance projects. This included painting the wood
ceiling, replacement of carpet and painting the offices, as
well as some reorganizing of the offices and staff areas.
Over the winter break, these projects will continue. We
apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused
you over the summer and we appreciate your patience.

One of the more recent activities are the upgrades to
the Tate Geological Museum Gift Shop. We have added
new items including jewelry, dinosaur models, posters,
rocks and minerals, field equipment, t-shirts, and other
educational toys and novelties. This is a great place to
pick up those unique items for the fossil lover of all ages.

As for this fall, my personal goal is to complete the
Tate Geological Museum’s strategic plan. Part of this
plan includes the design and implementation of the new
Ice Age Exhibit featuring Dee the mammoth. If you

would like to be part of this project, please give me a call.

It looks like our fall semester will be as busy and
productive as our summer season. Thanks for your
support and encouragement.

Hope to see you soon,

Melissa Connely

Interim Director

Tate Museum — Casper College
307-268-3068

. Russell,
pe When did ceratosaurus live? One of the books

I read said that ceratosaurus lived partly in the
Jurassic period, but I though it only lived during the
Triassic period.
— Jackson Wall
Houston, Texas

®  dJuring a short span at the end of the Jurassic

period, and wasn’t around in the Triassic period at
all! I think part of the confusion may stem from the fact that
when people talk about ‘ceratosaurs’ they aren’t always talking
specifically about the genus Ceratosaurus. Sometimes they are
referring instead to a whole infraorder of theropods called the
Ceratosauria, which include not just Ceratosaurus itself but
many other theropods, some of which did indeed live in the
Triassic period.

Among the earliest ceratosaurs are Coelophysis of North

America and Procompsognathus of Europe. Both lived at the end of the Triassic period. Ceratosaurs such as the
large Dilophosaurus of North America and the smaller Syntarsus of North America and Africa continued to
dominate the predatory dinosaur niche at the beginning of the next period, the Jurassic. As the Jurassic went on,
however, the ceratosaurs became less and less common on the northern continents — they seem to have been losing
out in competition with more advanced theropods. In the late Jurassic Ceratosaurus was the only ceratosaur left in
North America. At the beginning of the Cretaceous there were none.

! The genus Ceratosaurus actually only lived
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The Hell Pig T-shirt, designed by Ray Troll and
featured in the new book, “Crusin’ the Fossil Freeway’
by Troll and Kirk Johnson is now available
exclusively at the Tate Geological Museum. The shirt,
which comes in purple or black, costs $18.99 for
adult sizes and $11.99 for children’s sizes. Supplies
are limited, so stop by and get yours today!
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