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? and Answers

o The answer to this question

! \ is a bit more complex than

one might assume because

the dinosaur that we now call
7\UD Q Q RV D XdéiXs/tolidlg
been ‘discovered’ more than once. As
early as 1874 Arthur Lakes, an amateur
geologist known in paleontological
circles for his excellent field work and
his truly awful watercolor paintings,
found some fossil teeth near Golden,
Colo. Much later, it was realized that
they were Tyrannosaurus teeth. Some
postcranial elements were found in
Eastern Wyoming by John Bell Hatcher
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in the early 1890’s, but these were
misidentified as some sort of giant
ostrich dinosaur.

In 1892 the famed paleontologist
Edward Drinker Cope found the centra
of a couple of cervical vertebrae
in South Dakota, which he named
Manospondylus gigas. Unsurprisingly,
this fragmentary material was pretty
much ignored by the scientific
community and the general public,
and it's only fairly recently that these
bones have been identified as those of

7 UHJ. If we adhered to the strict letter

of the International Code of Zoological

a
@D KR GLVFRYHUHG WKahnasawwsirex  ?

Nomenclature we would have to start
referringto 7\UDQQRVD ¥ XV UH]
Manospondylus gigas and the Tyrant
Lizard King would have a name that
translates as “Big Air-filled Vertebrae.”
Fortunately, sanity has prevailed this
timeand 7 UH[willstay 7 UHJ.

The first really good 7 U H [ material
was found by Barnum Brown, the chief
fossil collector for the American Museum
of Natural History. To this day, Barnum
Brown has found more specimens of
7\UD Q QR V D Xhdnaviydhéldlse in
history. Some people speculated that
he could actually smell fossil bones
under the ground. By all accounts he
was a peculiar figure, always dressed
impeccably in fancy shoes and a
necktie, even in the field. Photos often
show him wearing a long fur coat,
including photos shot in Wyoming. In
August!

Brown’s first 7 U H [ was a partial
skeleton (about 13 percent complete by
bone count) found in Eastern Wyoming
in 1900. He promptly sent the bones
back to Henry Fairfield Osborn at the
AMNH. In 1902, before Osborn had
even had time to name this find, Brown
found another 7 U H [, this one about
11 percent complete, near Jordan,
Mont. Osborn described both of these
specimens in a paper written in 1905,
but because the Wyoming specimen
was more gracile than the other and
found associated with some bony armor
plates, Osborn gave each specimen
its own name — Dynamosaurus
imperiosus for the Wyoming specimen
and 7\UD Q Q RV D XoutKevond fidm
Montana. By 1906 Osborn realized
that the two animals were the same
species and the name Dynamosaurus
(which 1 still think would have been a
pretty cool name!) was dropped. The
armor plates, as it turned out, belonged
to a completely different dinosaur,
Ankylosaurus.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

TatesMuseumsEventiCalendar:

Wed., Sept. 28
Coffee, Tea and Dee

Wed., Oct. 12
National Fossil Day Open House

Wed., Oct. 26
Coffee, Tea and Dee

Wed., Nov. 16
Coffee, Tea and Dee

Sat. Dec. 3
Annual Tate Museum Holiday Open House

Wed., Dec. 14
Coffee, Tea and Dee
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