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? and Answers

What was the smallest dinosaur? [From the FAQ page of the Tate website]

For several years following 
its discovery in 2003, the 41 
centimeter-long Microraptor 
zhaoianus was considered the 

smallest dinosaur. But as it turned out, the 
type specimen was a juvenile and would 
have eventually grown to a length of over 
70 centimeters. New dinosaur species 
have been discovered that even as adults 
would have been smaller than an adult 
Microraptor. I call them ‘Teensy-Saurs.’
     

From the Qiatou formation of Northeastern 
China comes Jinfengopteryx, a half 
meter-long sickle-claw that massed less 
than half a kilo. It had bird-like feathers 
on its tail. At 45 centimeters long Mei, 
from the Yixian formation of Liaoning, was 
slightly smaller. The type specimen was 
found curled up with its head folded over 
its back like a sleeping bird, hence the 
name Mei, which is the Chinese word for 
‘sleeping.’ Smaller still was the quarter-kilo 
Anchiornis from the Tiaojishan formation 
of Northeastern China.

     But the smallest known dinosaur – as 
well as one of the weirdest – seems to 
be Epidexipteryx from the Daohugou 
formation of Northern China. This buck-
toothed omnivore had a very short bony 
tail. Like the other Teensy-Saurs it was 
covered with fuzz, including four long, 
narrow feathers that grew from its tail. 
Epidexipteryx was only 30 centimeters 
long and had a live mass of only 220 
grams – about the size of a red squirrel.
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Tate Museum Event Calendar:
July 2 Saturday Club
July 2 Visit Day at the Lee Rex site
July 9 Visit Day at the Lee Rex site 
July 16  Visit Day at the Lee Rex site 
 (If still in progress)

July 23 Visit Day at the Lee Rex site 
 (If still in progress)
July 31 Visit Day at the Lee Rex site 
 (If still in progress)
August 6 Saturday club

Saturday Club topics for July and August 2011:
Saturday Club meets on the fi rst Saturday of each month unless otherwise advertised. The junior class is for children ages 
5 to 7 and costs $5 per child. The advanced class is for those 8 years old and up and costs $10 per child.

Junior class: 10:30-11:30 a.m.
July 2, 2011 – Moths and Butterfl ies: The life cycle of 
moths and butterfl ies will be explained. The class will 
create pictures of a moth or butterfl y using fl owers, grass, 
leaves, twigs, and other art supplies provided by nature.

August 6, 2011 – Desert Ecosystem: We will study the 
desert ecosystem. The interaction of the hardy plants and 
animals in this harsh environment will be explored. Then 
we will make our own desert panorama.

Advanced class: 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
July 2, 2011 – Volcanoes of our Solar System: We will 
learn how and why volcanoes form, and look at examples 
of the different kinds of volcanoes here on earth. Then 
we will look at volcanic activity in the rest of the solar 
system, including the most volcanically active world, 
Jupiter’s moon Io, and the solar system’s biggest volcano, 
Olympus Mons on Mars.

August 6, 2011 – Geocaching/GPS usage: Guest 
instructor, Renee Sietmann, leads us through map 
reading, orienteering, and site diagramming exercises. 
We will incorporate maps and diagrams from sites at 
which some of the Tate’s main attractions were originally 
found. We will learn how these skills can be incorporated 
into engineering, geology, paleontology, and surveying, 
as well as show students how they can use these skills in 
scientifi c careers and in everyday life.


