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enter the Tate Geological Museum is the 
person manning the gift shop. This person 
is responsible for greeting the visitors, 
telling them that the museum is free, asking 
them to please sign the guest book and 
then, handling transactions in the gift shop. 

At least half of the time, that person is 
a volunteer by the name of Don Stagg. We 
are extremely lucky to have Don working 
with us and he has become our “go to” guy 
when we have questions about inventory, 
bar codes, or programming prices into our 
new cash register system. 

Don started volunteering at the Tate 
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the unexpected loss of his wife, Lois, of 
37 years. His daughter, Shereen Mosier, 
the academic assistant for the School of 
Science at Casper College, suggested he 
keep himself busy by volunteering at the 
Tate Geological Museum. We owe Shereen 
a debt of gratitude for sending him our way. 

We were all astonished when we found 
out that Don is 70 years old. The museum 
staff all thought he was much younger. Don 
was raised in Carbon County, Utah, where 
his father had been employed in the coal 
mining industry. He entered the Army after 
high school and was stationed in Berlin, 
Germany at the time the Berlin Wall was 
built.

Upon discharge from the army, he 
became employed by the Bureau of 
Reclamation. He was transferred many 
times and ended up in Casper, as chief of 
the Supply and Services Division of the 
�1�R�U�W�K���3�O�D�W�W�H���5�L�Y�H�U���3�U�R�M�H�F�W�V���R�I�¿�F�H�����:�K�L�O�H��
working for the Bureau in Orem, Utah, 
he married Lois and they were blessed 
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grandchildren. 

After more than 17 years with the 
bureau, he worked at the Naval Petroleum 
Reserve near Midwest, Wyo. for 16 years. 
He then worked for short periods at various 
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Regional Inventory Coordinator for Wilson 
Supply in 2004. In 2009, the 
economic conditions resulted 
in a reduction in Wilson, 
putting Don in an unplanned, 
but not altogether unexpected 
retirement. 

Don’s experience has 
made him invaluable to us 
at the Tate. He asked if we 
had a current inventory of the 
merchandise in the gift shop 
and we told him no we didn’t. 
He proceeded to conduct a 
complete physical inventory 
and entered the descriptions, 
bar codes, prices, and vendor 
information into a Quickbooks 

software system. This required manually 
entering information for almost 1400 
products to date. 

Don has become quite adept at handling 
the lines of school children waiting to 
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museum. He found out many of them 
didn’t understand that there is a sales tax 
added to the sales price and found ways to 
adjust prices so that the children could still 
buy something with that single dollar they 
brought with them. Don says the biggest 
change he has seen since starting at the 
museum has been the addition of Dee the 
Mammoth. 

Volunteer Spotlight



Casper College
Tate Geological Museum
125 College Drive
Casper, WY 82601
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Tate Museum Event Calendar:

Note: No Saturday Club in June due to our conference

March 5 	 Saturday Club
March 8 	 Coffee, Tea & Dee
March 12 	 Anniversary party and  book signing – 1-4 p.m. 
March 14-18 	 College spring break – Tate Geological Museum is OPEN
April 2 	 Saturday Club
April 12 	 Coffee, Tea & Dee
April 22  	 Good Friday college holiday –  

Tate Geological Museum is OPEN
May 7 	 Saturday Club
May 30 	 Memorial Day – Tate Geological Museum is OPEN
June 2-5 	 TerQua Conference in conjunction with 
	 the annual Tate Conference


