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By Patti Wood Finkle, Museum Exhibits Specialist

The Mesozoic Marine Exhibit was 
�¿�Q�L�V�K�H�G���M�X�V�W���L�Q���W�L�P�H���I�R�U���R�X�U���F�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��
and while it is still located in the old 
cases, we updated the design and 
included many more fossils and casts. 
This exhibit breaks the Mesozoic 
down into the three main Periods, the 
Jurassic, Triassic and Cretaceous and 
introduces some of the organisms 
that were alive then. Vertebrate fossils 
including ichthyosaurs, pliosaurs, 
mosasaurs, Xiphactinus and sharks, 
can be seen along side a variety of 
invertebrate fossils such as ammonites, 
belemnites, bivalves, shrimp claws, 
snails and crinoids. An exciting new 
addition is the life-size ichthyosaur skull 
that has been loaned to the museum 
by Mike Ross. This particular skull has 
a split beak, which demonstrates the 
force of impact as the dead ichthyosaur 
�K�L�W���W�K�H���R�F�H�D�Q���À�R�R�U��

Curator’s choice this season is a 
large ammonite, which was donated 
by the Black Hills Institute of Geologic 
Research. This ammonite was most 
recently displayed at City Hall and is a 
fantastic specimen that ties in well with 
the marine theme.

Dee’s display is back on schedule. 
The cabinets have been ordered and 
�K�D�Y�H���D���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���G�D�W�H���R�I���P�L�G���-�X�O�\�����2�X�U��
platform lighting is here and Tom 
Lewallen, Casper College electrician, 

is patiently working with us to get them 
into position. Now that the platform 
lights are installed we will be able to 
�¿�Q�L�V�K���W�K�H���G�L�R�U�D�P�D�����L�Q���S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H��
arrival of the cabinets.


