










Casper College
Tate Geological Museum
125 College Drive
Casper, WY 82601

The field trips for the 2010 Tate 
Conference will focus on marine 
deposits in the area. 

On the Friday field trip we 
will visit a handful of sites in the 
Casper area primarily in search 
of ammonites. The details are 
still being worked out, but options 
include Frontier Formation 
(ammonites), Cody Shale 
(ammonites), Sundance Formation 
(belemnites), and Gypsum Springs 
Formation (crinoid stems). The 

Cody and Sundance sites may also 
produce marine reptiles. 

The Sunday field trip will be to 
a ranch near the town of Medicine 
Bow, Wyo, into the Flat Top 
Anticline. This anticline exposes 
rocks from the Pennsylvanian to 
the Cretaceous. 

We will collect in two or three 
Cretaceous units. The Frontier 
Formation is exposed in ridges 
here that have several species 
of ammonite (small Scaphites 

warren, and larger Prionocyclus). 
The Steele shale has baculites and 
some small scaphitid ammonites. 
Some of these are beautifully 
preserved with calcite infillings. 
This area has also produced at 
least one small mosasaur and 
several fishes in concretions. 

A third site we may visit if there 
is time will be in the Mowry shale, 
which features flattened ammonite 
impressions.   
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