CASPER COLLEGE COURSE SYLLABUS

HUMN 2490-01 Film and Society 

	Semester/Year: Fall 2008

	

	Lecture Hours: 3
	Lab Hours: 0
	Credit Hours: 3

	

	Class Time: 7-9:50
	Days: T
	Room: CE 138

	

	Instructor: David Zoby
	Office: CE 119
	Phone: 268-2379

	
	

	Email: dzoby@caspercollege.edu

	

	Office Hours: T 8:00-9:30 a.m. and 5:00-6:50 p.m.; W 2:00-2:50 p.m. and 5:00-5:50 p.m.; TH 8:00-9:30 a.m.

	

	Course Description: Film and Society is not so much a film studies class as it is a class on how the films we see reflect our issues and events in our society. This course is less interested in shot angles and special effects, as it is in the social messages and metaphors we see in film. 

	

	Statement of Prerequisites: English 1010, or permission from the instructor

	

	Goal: To study film as it impacts major societal issues.

	

	Outcomes: Students will gain an appreciation for film, an understanding of film history, and a new vocabulary associated with film studies. Projects, essay tests and group work will engage students and challenge their academic skills.

	

	Methodology: Lecture.

	

	Evaluation Criteria: Early in the semester, there will be a test on terms and concepts associated with film studies. This test is worth 10%. Each student will prepare a preview of one of our films. This will be a three to three-page written brief on the film and its place in its genre—a description of how it impacts the issues of society. This will be worth 40%. For mid-term we will attend the Casper Cinema Club and each student will write a review of that film. This will be worth 25%. The final 25% will be a final, which is an essay dealing with the themes of the class.

	

	Required Text, Readings, and Materials: Anatomy of Film, by Dick  *** admission cost for one Casper Cinema Club event ($12) TBA

	

	Class Policies 

Last Date to Change to Audit Status or to Withdraw with a W Grade: November 14, 2008.

Turn off your cell phones. No Texting. Be prepared to view film with adult content. Many of the films are rated R. We must approach these issues with maturity.

	

	Student Rights and Responsibilities: Please refer to the Casper College Student Conduct and Judicial Code for information concerning your rights and responsibilities as a Casper College Student. 

	

	Chain of Command: If you have any problems with this class, you should first contact the instructor in order to solve the problem. If you are not satisfied with the solution offered by the instructor, you should then take your problem through the appropriate chain of command starting with the department head, then the division chair, and lastly the vice president for academic affairs.

	

	Academic Dishonesty - Cheating & Plagiarism: Casper College demands intellectual honesty.  Proven plagiarism or any form of dishonesty associated with the academic process can result in the offender failing the course in which the offense was committed or expulsion from school. See the Casper College Student Code of Conduct.

	

	ADA Accommodations Policy: It is the policy of Casper College to provide appropriate accommodations to any student with a documented disability.  If you have a need for accommodation in this course, please make an appointment to see me at your earliest convenience.

	

	Calendar or schedule indicating course content: 

August

26th. Intro—The shocking opening scene in Red Dawn. Course introduction. What this course will seek to do. Film history—Birth of a Nation(why we still watch it.) Citizen Kane and shot angles, shot sequence, shot to shot. Shot as language. The wipe, the iris dissolve, the long shot particular to American films. Defining auteurism. Read chapter 1, “Understanding the Medium”; Read Chapter 5, “Film Genres”
September

2. Reading assignments: recent National Geographic on Persia. Gross historical mistakes/interpretations in The 300. Read Chapter 10, Film Theory and Criticism.
9. Politics—Mr. Smith Goes to Washington
17. *** (this is a Weds.) Casper Cinema Club/meet at the Metro after the film

23. War—The Killing Fields

30. War—In the Valley of Elah
October

7.Westerns, then and now. Shane and The Unforgiven
14. Feminism--Silkwood
21. Fall Break

28.Race in Film—Turtels Can Fly; maybe a short film as well.
November

4. Race—Gone with the Wind; Excerpts from Huck Finn(reading) and The Defiant Ones
11. Foreign Films—Monsoon Wedding (India)
18. Native Americans—The Fast Runner
25. Environment—Grizzly Man
December

2. Political Documentary—The Fog of War
9.Religion--Apocalypto
Final

15th—American Movie 




Assignment 1, Film and Society

Each student is required to write an introduction/ review of one of our films. These will be two to three page typed essays. In this essay you will write an opening paragraph in which you say who directed the film, when it came out, what it is about. Is it an independent film? What genre would it fall under? Who were the actors?


The second paragraph will be a summary of the reviews of the film. Say how the film was received. Use some quotes from some of the reviews. Did it win any awards? Did it cause protests, public debate? 

In the third paragraph you will discuss the social/political climate of the film. How does it fit (or not) into the current climate or news cycle? What is going on ion the world at the time of the film? Why did this film come out at this time? Can you explain the reaction to the film based on what society was doing at that time.

***This may sound odd, but I do not require that you have seen the film before you write your brief. This exercise is an effort to provide some context to the films before we view them. 

Sign up for your film review:

Sept.

2. The 300 (                              )    (                                  )

9. Mr. Smith   (                                        )  (                                 )

17. ***Cinema Club  $12 entry, meet at Metro afterwards.

23. The Killing Fields  (                         ) (                                        )

30. The Valley of Elah (                                   ) (                                     )

October

7. Unforgiven (                                      ) (                                       )

14. Silkwood   (                                      ) (                                            )

21. Fall Break

28. Turtles Can Fly (                                     ) (                                              )

November

4.  The Defiant Ones (                                        )

11. Monsoon Wedding  (                                   ) (                                            )

18. The Fast Runner (                                        ) (                                           )

25. Grizzly Man   (                                           ) (                                            )

December

2. The Fog of War  (                                          )

9. Apocalypto       (                                           )

16. American Movie: Final
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