Casper College Course Syllabus

ANTH 1100 - 01 Introduction Physical Anthropology

Semester/Year: Fall 2008  




Section:01

Lecture Hours: 3

Credit Hours: 3  

Class Time:  T & TH 10:30 AM – 11:45 AM

Room:  Tate Museum Rm. 123

Instructor's Name:  Dr. Terry Logue

Office: Tate 104A    Office Phone: 268-2536     Home: 265-8887

Email:  tjlogue@una.edu             tlogue@caspercollege.edu
Office Hours:        Wed.  9:00 – 10:00 PM    Rm. 104A - Tate Museum (every other Wed.)



       T TH 10:00 – 10:30 AM
Rm. 104A - Tate Museum
      

 Other times by appointment

Course Description:  A survey of the major areas of Physical anthropological research concerning genetics, primatology, evolutionary theory, and archeology.  Includes a brief overview of Paleolithic cultures and the beginnings of civilization in both the old and new worlds.

Statement of Prerequisites:  None

General Objectives: 

1.  To consider historical theory and current research in human biology; to postulate how H. sapiens evolved, why we look and behave as we do and how humankind has changed over time.

2.  To study the basic archeological dating techniques and demonstrate how archeologists use this data to reconstruct cultural sequences.

Specific Goals and Objectives:

1. Discuss the various methods used in archeology and the type of inferences made from material artifacts.

2.  Trace the history of some of the major evolutionary theories used by scientists and physical anthropologists and discuss the interplay between scientific ideas and culture as a whole.

3.  Discuss the role that genes, genotype, phenotype, flow and drift, and mutation play in evolutionary theory.

4.  Study the criteria used in establishing biologic taxonomies and determine the physical and behavioral traits that are shared by H. 
Sapiens and other primates.

5.  Describe the major physical characteristics of Australopithecus, Homo habilis, and H. erectus and the controversies regarding their evolutionary relationship

6.  Describe the cultural innovations of Neanderthal, Cro-Magnon and early H. Sapiens such as stone tools, cave art, sculpture, and religion.

7.  Describe the cultural nature of race and why biological variation occurs.

Methodology: 

Lectures, hands-on fossil examination, and videos

Evaluation Criteria: 

4 Tests 

Note: 
During the semester, 4 tests will be administered (See Class Schedule for exact dates). 
These tests will consist of multiple choice, true/false questions and short answers from the text, lecture notes and videos. 
A comprehensive exam will be given during Finals Week. 
 A student may arrange to take a test early if the instructor can accommodate the request. 


.

Improving Your Score:  Most students find that if they read the text before class, immediately after class, then again before the test, they perform much better than trying to read all of the material the night before the exam.   Reading the text before class also helps the student to participate in class discussions.  For many reasons, performance on an exam may be poorer than the student feels it should be.   Let the teacher know if there is anything that can be done to make your exam a more accurate reflection of your knowledge.

1 Written assignment 
(Worth 
1/5 of grade)--See attached for assignment.

Grading: 


1. Tests and assignments

   4 - 100 point lecture tests (Best 3 count)

   1 – 100 point research paper

   1 - 100 point comprehensive final exam

2. Type of test.

   a. 75 - 90% objective - multiple choice, matching, true/false, fill in the blank.

   b. 10 - 25% essay 

3. Grading system - based on tests and paper. (no extra credit projects accepted).  A = 90% to 100%, B = 80% to 89%, C = 70% to 79%, D = 60% to 69%, F = any grade less than 60%.

4. NO MAKE UP TESTS.  If you miss a test that grade will be dropped.  Any additional tests that are missed will receive  a zero.

Course Specific Detail:

What We Know About the Similarities and Differences Between Prehistoric Man and Modern Man

Written Paper 
– 
Due Nov. 15

Mechanics:  
Write a 3-page minimum (maximum 5 pages), double-spaced, typed paper using at least five professional sources (must include a combination of books, journals and websites.)   You may cite sources within the body of the paper using a simplified format eg. (Smith/52)  The full bibliography, listing only those sources used, should be included at the back of the paper.  Please use staples rather than binders to hold pages together.  
Papers will be evaluated holistically, not only for content and analysis, but also for grammatical form, spelling, sentence structure and organization.  In addition, correctness of citations and bibliography is expected. 

Note:  
Students must submit a written assignment in order to pass the course, regardless of their test average.

Assistance:  The instructor will be happy to review outlines of papers two weeks before the first Assignment due date to ensure that the student is on target and to make suggestions that will enhance the student's work.

Also, to assist students with their writing projects, Casper College operates a Writing Center located in the Student Center (Phone: 268 1610). 
Students should avail themselves of this free service (but don't wait until the day before the assignment 

is due!)   Writing help is also offered through www.smarthinking.com  which will review student assignments for grammar, spelling, organization etc.  If you use this free service, your username is “casperstudent” and your password is “live tutors.”  Contact the Writing Center if you need additional information or directions.

Due Date:  The assignment is to be turned in at the beginning of class on the "Due date".  Papers that are received by the teacher by the due date will be returned with comments, corrections etc. within two week.   

A one week “grace period” will be afforded students but papers submitted by the Extension Deadline will receive only a grade.  After the grace period, papers will automatically receive an “F.”  
(See Course syllabus for dates.)

Topic and Directions:  

“What We Know About the Similarities and Differences Between Prehistoric Man and Modern Man”
Choose one of the prehistoric hominids to research and compare to modern man.  What are the similarities and differences?  Based on anthropological research, what characteristics and habits might we have inherited from this hominid and what lessons can we learn from what we know about them?

NOTE:  If students have any questions regarding paper format or their topic selection, the teacher encourages students to discuss these concerns with him.  He is available during regular office hours (TM 104A ) and by appointment.

Required Text, Readings, & Materials:
 

Exploring Biological Anthropology: The Essentials (2008) by Stanford, Allen & Anton, published by Pearson, Prentis Hall.

Videos: Videos cannot be borrowed.  If you miss a class during which a video was shown, do pick up the video questions at the next class period.

Class Policies: 


Last Date to Change to Audit Status or to Withdraw with a W Grade:  Oct. 31
 

Last Date to Change Audit Status:  The Friday before Final Exam Week with instructor's permission.

Last Date to Withdraw with a W Grade: The Friday before Final Exam Week with instructor's permission.

Attendance:  Since participation in class exercises and discussions is such an integral part of this class, students with poor attendance will not be able to benefit from the total learning experience.  Therefore, class attendance is strongly encouraged and roll call will be taken at the beginning of each class.  (If you are tardy, you are welcome to join the class but advise the teacher after class that you were late so that you will be marked “tardy” and not absent.  Two “tardies” equal one absence.)  A student who misses more than 12
classes will have 30 points deducted from their total grade point average at the end of the semester.  
Students do not need to call the instructor or bring an excuse when they are absent.  It is presumed that if as student is absent, there is a valid reason.)

Make-up Work:  If a student is absent, it is the student's responsibility to obtain the notes from other students in the class.   The teacher will answer any specific questions the student may have but will not repeat the lecture for students who miss class. 

Student Rights & Responsibilities:
 

Please refer to the Casper College Student Conduct and Judicial Code for information concerning your rights and responsibilities as a Casper College Student. 

Chain of Command: 
If you have any problems with this class, you should first contact the instructor in order to solve the problem.  If you are not satisfied with the solution offered by the instructor, you should then take your problem through the appropriate chain of command starting with the department head, then the division chair, and lastly the vice president for academic affairs.

Academic Dishonesty - Cheating & Plagiarism:  Casper College demands intellectual honesty.  Proven plagiarism or any form of dishonesty associated with the academic process can result in the offender failing the course in which the offense was committed or expulsion from school.  See the Casper College Student Code of Conduct.

ADA Accommodations Policy:  It is the policy of Casper College to provide appropriate accommodations to any student with a documented disability.   If you have a need for accommodation in this course, please make an appointment to see me at your earliest convenience.
 

Schedule:
 

Aug. 26
Introduction – Overview of Anthropology - Read Chapt. 1 - pp. 2 – 16.

Aug. 28
History of Evolution – Read Chapt. 2 - pp. 18 – 35.

Sept. 2

Charles Darwin - Read Chapt. 3 – pp. 37 – 63.

Sept. 4

Genetics and genetic problems.

Sept. 9
 
Genotype to Phenotype.  Read Chapt. 4 – pp. 65 –87.

Sept. 11
Face Lab

Sept. 16
Evolution and Species.  Read Chapt. 5 – pp. 89 – 111.

Sept. 18
Test I.

Sept. 23.
Human variation.   Chapt. 6 – pp. 112 – 142.

Sept. 25
Human variation

Sept. 30
Mammals/Early Primates - Chapt. 7 – pp. 144 – 182.

Oct. 2

Primates. 

Oct. 7

Evolution of  Primates

Oct. 9

Test II. 

Oct. 14 
Geology.   Chapt. 9 – pp. 204 – 240.

Oct. 16

Primate origins

Oct. 21

Early Hominids.  Chapt. 10 – pp. 242 – 275.

Oct. 23

Australopithecus.

Oct. 28 
Australopithecus continued.

Oct. 30

Test III

Nov. 4

Rise of the genus Homo.   Chapt. 11 – pp. 290 – 303.

Nov. 6

Rise of the genus Homo

Nov. 11.
Written Paper Due.  Archaic Homo Sapien.   Chapt. 12 – pp. 304 – 331.

Nov. 13
Neandertals

Nov. 18
Neandertal Video

Nov. 20 
Emergence of Homo sapiens.    Chapt. 13 – pp. 332 - 354.

Nov. 25
Test IV
Nov. 27
Thanksgiving Vacation.

Dec. 2

Dispersal of Homo sapiens


Dec. 4

Dispersal of Homo sapiens

Dec. 9

Modern Humans

Dec. 11
Modern Humans/Review for Semester Test


Semester Test – See test schedule for day and time.


