CASPER COLLEGE COURSE SYLLABUS

ART 2485
CERAMICS SPECIAL PROJECTS:  ADVANCED STUDENTS

Fall Semester 2008

Lecture Hours: 2

Laboratory Hours: 4


Credits: 1-3

Class Time: TBA

Room: VA 110

Instructor: Mike Olson

Office phone: 268-2509        E-mail: molson@caspercollege.edu

Office:
VA 111







Office Hours: Posted on door






Course Description:


Advanced firing techniques, pit firing, and the theory of firing. 

Prerequisites: ART 2440 or permission of instructor

Goals:
1. To acquire knowledge and practical skills needed for the basic fundamentals of ceramic making: construction techniques, firing methods, glaze application and decoration.

2. Familiarity with the history of ceramics.

3. To develop craftsmanship and good design judgment as it relates to various clay 

      techniques.

4. To develop a creative attitude through the medium of clay and glaze.

5. To develop a critical vocabulary and the ability to critique in a constructive manner.

Outcomes:

1. Attendance, meeting deadlines, individual progress, attitude, craftsmanship, and participation will be factors in grading.

2. Two quizzes will be given covering information both from the lectures and demonstrations.

3. A book report/presentation.

4. Sketchbook will be graded based on how well it is utilized as a resource for notes, reference and designing and planning projects.

5. At the end of the semester each student will prepare an exhibit of his or her finished work for critique and grading.  Each student will be held responsible for completion of the projects as listed in the Outline of Assignments. 

Methodology:
1. Lectures followed by demonstrations and laboratory experiences.

2. Audio-visual aids in the form of presentations, movies, power points, and actual specimens from private collections.

Evaluation Criteria: All students are expected to follow the outlines closely, contacting the instructor for individual help on all projects as needed.

Students are expected to have work completed by due dates, keeping in mind the importance of sound craftsmanship and good design. Each class period a project is late will lower the grade by 10 points. NO WORK WILL BE FIRED UNTIL APPROVED BY THE INSTRUCTOR.
The Casper College catalogue states  “students are expected to attend all classes for which they are registered, are accountable for all class work during an absence and that excessive absences may result in a lower grade.”  In this class more than three absences is considered excessive.   Five absences will result in a grade no higher than D.

Tardiness and/or leaving early will affect the final grade.

Social conversation is not permitted.  Ceramics is a visual hands on discipline, not a verbal one. Talking invariably affects the quality of your study and the study of those around you.  If you have the habit, kick it. Talking will affect the final grade.

 Methods of study will be thoroughly discussed and should be followed to gain the maximum from this course.  Students will be held responsible for their work ethic.

Students are required to maintain a sketchbook during this class.  Whether a spiral bound notebook or a bound artist’s sketchbook with acid-free paper, the point is to have a single book to contain the notes made during demonstrations and lectures, and the sketches you are required to make before making assignments.

Cracked or poorly jointed pieces will not be fired, nor will pieces not meeting the requirements of the project. 

All pieces must be present at the final critique; missing work will receive zero credit.  (If misfortune strikes, bring the pieces).
See grade sheet attached.
Recommended Text(s):

THE CRAFT AND ART OF CLAY, by Susan Peterson.  This text is available at the   

            Bookstore.

Other sources of information:
At the library you will find a large number of books about the field of ceramics:  historical and contemporary pottery and pottery making, biographies, histories, and the science of ceramics.  The magazines American Craft and Ceramics Monthly, are available in both the current periodical section, and back issues in the bound volumes section of the library.

Tools:
Elephant Ear Sponge
     
 Fettling Knife  

Large Sponge


Black Rubber Kidney Rib
 Wood Modeling Tool
Cutting Wire


Metal Kidney Rib

 Plastic Ruler


Trimming Tool


Trimming Needle

 Calipers


2 Bamboo Brushes


Surform Plane



Sources:  Goedicke’s Arts and Crafts (120 W. 2nd St), has assembled a kit of all items above.  Hobby Lobby is also said to be carrying some pottery tools. 

Supplies:
Sketch book, padlock, old towel and a plastic bucket (about 1 gallon size)

Clay:   Clay is purchased through the BUSINESS OFFICE  (in the Admin Bldg). The instructor in exchange for the receipt from the business office will issue Clay to you.   The price of clay includes the cost of glaze, decorating materials, and firing.   DO NOT BRING CLAY FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE INTO THIS DEPARTMENT!

Class Policies: A studio class is designed to allow for time needed for hands on learning, however, some additional outside class work may be required to meet dead lines.

Class begins promptly on the hour; demonstrations and lectures will not be repeated by the instructor for late arrivals. 

Breaks are generally ten minutes on the hour.

Clean up will begin twenty minutes before the end of the final hour.  Class is over ten minutes before the end of the final hour.

Date to change to Audit status or withdraw with a “W” grade:
See current catalog.

Students Rights and Responsibilities: Please refer to the Casper College Student Conduct and Judicial Code for information concerning your rights and responsibilities as a Casper College student. 

Chain of Command: If you have any problems with this class, you should first contact the instructor in order to solve the problem. If you are not satisfied with the solution offered by the instructor, you should then take your problem through the appropriate chain of command starting with the department head, then the division chair, and lastly the vice president for academic affairs.

Academic Dishonesty - Cheating & Plagiarism: Casper College demands intellectual honesty.  Proven plagiarism or any form of dishonesty associated with the academic process can result in the offender failing the course in which the offense was committed or expulsion from school. See the Casper College Student Code of Conduct.

ADA Accommodations Policy: It is the policy of Casper College to provide appropriate accommodations to any student with a documented disability.  If you have a need for accommodation in this course, please make an appointment to see me at your earliest convenience.

OUTLINE OF CLASS ASSIGNMENTS

CLAY: 
All assignments may be made from either low temperature earthenware or high temperature stoneware or porcelain.  You will be responsible for all firing, bisque and glaze.  Choose the clay and firing method that will fit your time limitations.

STUDENT CONTRACT FOR SEMESTER

List work that will be accomplished this semester:

Student:







Date:

Instructor:







Date:

