Division of Fine Arts

Department of Visual Arts

Casper College

INSTRUCTOR:  Jason Flora

B.A.:
(Humanities: Brigham Young University, 1993); 

M.A.:
(Art History: Brigham Young University, 1996); 

(I am currently pursuing a Ph. D. in Adult & Organizational Learning from the University of Idaho; my goal is to be finished by spring ’08) 
PHONE: (208) 356-5229 

E-MAIL: desirably via WEBCT; you may also contact me at introtoart@msn.com
(Please do not e-mail assignments unless otherwise advised)

HOME ADDRESS:
241 South 3rd East   Rexburg, ID 83440
COURSE TITLE:

Introduction to Art, ART 1010-T (Online/Telecourse)

CREDITS: 
   
3 Semester Hours
PREREQUISITES:  
None; for non art majors only

DESCRIPTION:

This course explores themes, purposes, media, and the vocabulary of art, develops art criticism skills, as well as provides a general chronological survey of art from prehistoric to modern times. Instructional methods used include self-directed readings, group discussions, videos, interactive CD-ROM and Internet presentations and critical assessments of art.

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

Buser, Thomas, (2006). Experiencing Art Around Us, 2nd ed. Belmont, CA: Thomson-Wadsworth. ISBN:  0-495-04977-2
DISABILITY ACCOMODATIONS:
If you are in need of ADA accommodations, please contact Ann Loader, Individual Learning Specialist (AD 112A; 268-2557); aloader@caspercollege.edu
Buon Giorno Class:

Welcome to Introduction to Art! One of my primary goals is for you to become personally more aware, and, therefore, more sensitive to the art around us, to truly experience art. Read carefully and listen to the impassioned pleas of one of the world’s least understood artists: 

Let’s give the van Gogh’s of the world an opportunity to “speak” to us individually. Let’s be slow to pronounce judgment on artists/works of art and do our best to become better acquainted with art, to value its lasting effects on society, and to indeed feel more deeply about the art and world around us.

GOALS AND LEARNER OUTCOMES

Goals:

(
Develop a familiarity with art as a form of human expression, thereby increasing appreciation and knowledge of various art forms.

(
Develop understanding of the elements, principles, styles, and iconography of art, thereby encouraging visual literacy.

(
Develop an informed viewer’s ability to communicate ideas about art, including critical judgments/assessments.

(
Develop an informed viewer’s ability to recognize the value and purpose of artistic creation from pre-history to contemporary trends. 

Learner Outcomes:

Students will be able to:

1.  Identify key works of art from pre-history to contemporary times.


2.  Critically assess individual works of art, as well as the art world at large. 

3.  Apply understanding of the visual elements as they continue to experience art around them.

4.  Demonstrate an understanding and working knowledge of the Elements of Art and Principles of Design by:

(
Viewing and completing worksheets accompanying Art of the Western World PBS series

(
Reading each chapter and completing successfully online chapter quizzes

(
Participating actively in online group discussions built around art works and current events

(
Becoming familiar with and conversant about the major Elements of Art and Principles of Design

(
Generating hands-on activities incorporating the Elements of Art and Principles of Design

(
Engaging in a “Media Hunt,” in/around your city/town.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS & REQUIREMENTS:

What You Can Expect From Your Instructor/Course:

(
A passionate, caring, approachable instructor. You, as the student, are at the heart of a learner-centered classroom… I’m available to help you along the learning path any way I can.

(
Regular and consistent feedback. You can expect a reply to your questions/concerns within 24 hours…please allow for exceptions.

(
A professional, rigorous course, comparable to that offered in a traditional classroom setting.

(
A syllabus with clear and understandable instructions, a clear assignment schedule and due dates.

(
Flexibility to complete assignments within the time frame I’ve set up (see course calendar icon on WebCT)

(
A safe, positive, learner-centered environment, where each student is encouraged to share their ideas, and where we will all treat one another with courtesy and respect. I’m more interested in why you feel or think a certain way about art issues, and less about wrong or right answers. 

(
A life-changing educational experience…it’s up to you!

Video Worksheets:  (send worksheets with your studio activities)

To help you glean what I believe to be the most important information from each Art of the Western World broadcasted programs, a worksheet has been provided; these are found at the end of the syllabus. Do your best to answer each of the questions directly on the worksheets. Some worksheets require that you generate your own ideas and/or valid questions, with answers, rather that having you respond to already-prepared questions. 
Online Chapter Quizzes via Textbook Companion Website: http://art.wadsworth.com/buser02/
Enjoy access to a rich array of learning resources via our text’s own personal companion website. This outstanding site features chapter-by-chapter online tutorial quizzes, chapter reviews, chapter-by-chapter web links, online study guides with links to images, artist name pronunciation flash cards and much more. This website will play a major role in our course and will serve as a vital resource to complement our text, as well as the Art of the Western World PBS video series.

    Quiz-taking Protocol: 

After carefully reading each chapter, proceed to the website, select the appropriate Chapter from the pull-down menu, click on “Tutorial Quiz” from the left-hand menu, select the “Multiple Choice Quiz” and NOT the T/F quiz. You have unlimited time to complete each quiz. Remember to submit your scores to wearasmile@juno.com  
Studio Activities:  (send all 3 activities with your video worksheets)

Various Studio Activities will provide you with a greater appreciation and understanding of the processes/cultures spoken of via your text and video presentations. Further details forthcoming. 

 Week #5 Studio Activity: Line, Shape & Mass

 Week #6 Studio Activity: Light & Color

 Week #7 Studio Activity: Principles of Design
Online Discussions via Chatrooms:
Within the first few days of class beginning, small groups will be formed within which you will work throughout the duration of the semester. You will be required to actively participate in your group, both in generating thoughtful questions and in providing positive, helpful feedback. At the beginning of each week, a specific ART DISCUSSION question will be posed on WebCT to your group with the expectation that you will toss that question around during that week. Then by Saturday, you will be required to submit to me via WebCT a thoughtful, carefully composed individual response addressing the same question. The intent of the group discussions is to keep you continually engaged in thinking about various art issues and to hone your individual critically thinking tools. Finally, group discussions are particularly geared towards our class goal of developing communicative abilities as pertains to ideas about art, including critical judgments/assessments (see goal #3 above).

Scouting for Current Events:

During the course of the semester, each student will submit 3 Current Events, most likely a website, describing a noteworthy event in the world of art. For example, a recent student submitted what I would consider a significant current event that unfolded new information about Leonardo da Vinci’s Virgin of the Rocks, currently housed in London’s famed National Gallery. Click on the following link to see the quality of articles I’m expecting: http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20050701/en_nm/arts_davinci_dc_2. Due dates TBA. We’ll use some of your Current Events as a springboard for some weekly group/class discussions on WebCT. See “Course Calendar” for due dates.

Writing about Art:  

The primary learner-centered outcome/objective for our class will be in the form of a professional-quality “Media Hunt.” Click on the “Media Hunt” & Assessment Rubric” icon on our WebCT Homepage for further details, including assessment criteria. The assignment is due via Web CT; late papers will be penalized at 5 points/day following the due date.

Final Grades: Your final grade will be determined by your point total from the following:

Video Worksheets: 9 programs of Art of the Western World

275 points


19 Chapter Quizzes: (25 pts.)





475 points


Studio Activities (50 x 3)





150 points


Participation in online individual/group discussions:


100 points


Current Events: (during semester)

 


150 points


Media Hunt







200 points
           

          



                        otal: 1350 points

The percentage equivalent of your point total will be applied to the following scale:

A ..... 100-92

B ......  91-82

C ......  81-72

D ......  71-60

F ......   59-0

Academic Honesty: 

Each student is expected to be honest in all academic work.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, altering grades, plagiarizing, knowingly giving false information, and condoning violations by other students.
Last Date to change to Audit Status or Withdraw with a “W” grade: Please refer to current catalog.

Student Rights and Responsibilities: Please refer to the Casper College Student Conduct and Judicial Code for information concerning your rights and responsibilities as a Casper College student.
**A number of images of the nude human figure will be shown.  Artists from antiquity to the present have created works of art depicting the human figure unclothed.  They are not intended to be viewed as pornographic, but rather as a representation of the human body with all its complexities and beauty.  If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

