Casper College Course Syllabus

MUSC 2302:  Keyboard III

Fall, 2007

Lecture hours:  0; Laboratory hours:  2; Credits:  1

Class day and time:  
Section 01, Tuesday and Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 9:50 a.m.

Instructor:

Eric Unruh, D.M.

Office:


Fine Arts rooms 301-02

Phone/Voice Mail:
268.2537

Email:


unruh@caspercollege.edu
Office hours:  

please check the schedule posted on door of room 301

Course description:  A continuation of MUSC 1301 for music majors concurrently enrolled in MUSC 2030.  Designed to equip students with intermediate-level skills including improvisation, harmonization, sight reading, chord progressions, all scales and arpeggios, Baroque and Classic keyboard styles.

Prerequisite:  Music majors who have successfully completed MUSC 1301:  Keyboard II, and non-majors who possess the requisite skills as determined by the instructor.  The course is designed to be concurrent with MUSC 2030, Written Theory III.

Goal:  To continue to build keyboard reading, technical, musical performance skills, and to realize theoretical concepts at the keyboard.  Laboratory experiences will include musical analysis, advanced harmonization, technical exercises, and emphasis on genuine piano literature, which will include performance and research projects on the Baroque and Classic eras.

Outcomes:  

Students will perform:

 
• all major and minor scales

• all dominant seventh and diminished seventh arpeggios

• intermediate-level excerpts and harmonization at sight 

• intermediate-level solo piano literature from the Baroque and Classic periods

• compose and perform a theme and variations project

Methodology:  

1. Two 50-minute class sessions per week will include demonstrations, solo and ensemble playing, individual mini-lessons, discussions, projects, and other assignments as required.

2. Successful outcomes rely heavily upon class preparation and attendance.  Therefore, points are earned for each class attended (see below).  More than three consecutive absences will result in a Retention Alert notice from the Dean of Students.

3. To progress effectively and efficiently, students are required to practice outside of class a minimum of 45 minutes per day.  

4. Exams missed because of unexcused absences will not be made up.  Exams missed due to approved College functions (i.e., ensemble tours) should be made up in advance.  Exams missed due to illness will be made up only at the instructor’s discretion. Credit for the course is available through exam.  The exam will cover all aspects of the course, including evidence of research and performance.  The exam is not given to students who enroll to take the course but have excessive absences. 
Evaluation criteria:

The final grade is determined by the following:

1. 30 points, maximum, for attendance; 1 point is earned for each class attended

2. 15 points for the Baroque lecture/performance

3. 15 points for the Classic lecture/performance

4. 10 points for the theme and variations project

5. 10 points for a technic exam (mid-term)

6. 20 points for the final exam.

Grade Calculation

A=91-100 points

B=81-90 points

C=71-80 points

D=61-70 points

F=60 points or less

Required texts, readings, materials:

• Metronome – electronic or pendulum

• Lancaster, E.L., and Kenneth D. Renfrow.  Group Piano for Adults:  Book II.  First edition, Van Nuys, CA:  Alfred, 1996.

• Unruh, Eric W.  Keyboard Essentials for Musicianship.  © 2005.  [Not for sale; this text will be distributed in class.]

Class policies:  Last date to change to audit status or to withdraw with a W grade:  consult current catalog
Student rights and responsibilities:  Refer to the Casper College Student Judicial Code for information concerning your rights and responsibilities as a Casper College student.

Chain of command:  If you experience any problems with this class, you should first contact the instructor to attempt to solve the problem.  If you are not satisfied with the solution offered by the instructor, you should then take the matter through the appropriate chain of command, starting with the Department Chair, then the Division Chair, and lastly the Vice President for Academic Affairs.

Academic dishonesty – cheating and plagiarism:  Casper College demands intellectual honesty.  Proven plagiarism or any form of dishonesty associated with the academic process can result in the offender failing the course in which the offense was committed or expulsion from school.  See the Casper College Student Code of Conduct.

ADA accommodations policy:  It is the policy of Casper College to provide appropriate accommodations to any student with a documented disability.  If you have a need for accommodation in this course, please make an appointment to see the instructor at your earliest convenience. 

Calendar of course content:  The student is expected to be proficient with the following concepts:

Theory and Technic

•  All major scales, played in 2 octaves, hands together, using traditional fingering, 8th notes, mm=60 bpm per quarter note

•  All harmonic minor scales, played in 2 octaves, hands together, traditional fingering, 8th notes, mm=60 bpm per quarter note

•  All major and minor arpeggios using traditional fingering, 8th notes, mm=60 bpm per quarter note

•  Chord progressions utilizing primary, secondary, and secondary dominants

Harmonization and Improvisation
•  Emphasis on transposition, ear, and creative activities using primary, secondary, and secondary dominant chords

Sight Reading
•  Ensemble and solo pieces

•  Emphasis on security and continuity of intermediate piano literature at moderate tempi

Repertoire
•  Theme and original melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic or metric variations, fully composed and performed as assigned.

•  One piece each from the Baroque and Classic periods, complete with research exploring the theoretical concepts that place the selection in historical perspective.  The projects culminate in a lecture-performance of the selection.  A bibliography of reference materials researched is required.
