CASPER COLLEGE: CHEM 1005 (BASIC CHEMISTRY) Syllabus, FALL 2006

	INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
	REQUIRED TEXT

	Mitchel D. Millan, Ph.D.

PS 330, Tel. No.: 307-2683017

mmillan@caspercollege.edu
	Introductory Chemistry: Concepts and Connections (4th Edition) by Charles H. Corwin

	Office Hours:  

MW 12 – 1 PM, ThF 12- 2 PM
	Section 01: 9-9:50 AM, Section 02: 11-11:50 AM

MWF, PS 317.
Lecture Hrs: 3     Lab Hrs: 0     Credits: 3

	If you cannot make the above office hours, you are welcome to stop by at other times if your instructor is available. Notice that you are coming is appreciated, but not required.
	This syllabus was patterned after a General Physics syllabus provided by Dr. Andrew Young of the CC Physics Department. His generosity is greatly appreciated.


	
	


Course Description:
(http://www.caspercollege.edu/admissions/catalog/coursedesc.aspx?Code=CHEM)

Designed primarily for students who have not had high school chemistry or feel that they need a review, this course consists of a study of matter, atomic structure and bonding, the periodic table, chemical symbols, nomenclature and chemical equations, quantitative composition of compounds, calculations from chemical equations. Provides acceptable credit for students enrolled in agriculture, forestry, home economics, nursing, and petroleum technology. Not recommended for engineering, pre-medicine, pre-dentistry, pre-pharmacy, pre-veterinary medicine or any of the physical science majors. Students needing laboratory credit should enroll concurrently in CHEM 1006. (Taken with CHEM 1006, equivalent to UW CHEM 1000.)

The term ‘Basic’ is used to describe this course. It is assumed that as college students, you have the ‘basic’ science, math and English skills from high school. You may not have taken chemistry at all, but you should be able to do (or are currently taking) simple algebra and word-problem calculations. Your instructor will assume that you can READ. This is a science class that will exercise your science, math, and English abilities through a variety of quizzes, problem sets, recitations (you will be called upon!) and exams. If you feel your skills are not well developed, you should get help as soon, and as often as you can. Ignoring your deficiencies will not make Basic Chemistry any easier.

Disclaimer: PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE SYLLABUS CAREFULLY. 
By registering for, and staying in, this class, you agree to (i) abide by the policies, and (ii) fulfill all the requirements, described in this syllabus. Your instructor reserves the right to make revisions and modifications to this syllabus as needed, subject to sufficient notice to the class of such changes. 

You are responsible for all announcements (verbal or written in class, posted on the bulletin board beside PS 330, or on WebCT CE6), homework assignments, quizzes, and exams, as well as changes in the schedule, whether or not you are in class. Absence neither excuses you from responsibility, nor entitles you to special opportunities or extra notification.
Methodology and Evaluation: 

Lectures will focus on the chapters of the text (and any additional material) according to the schedule below. Examples and problems will be discussed throughout the lecture. Your performance will be evaluated based on: 

· Four REGULAR EXAMS (100 pts each). These will involve essay / explain questions, plus calculation problems. These essay questions may themselves involve some math. The nature of the course necessitates that each succeeding exam be somewhat cumulative. However, each exam will focus mainly on the coverage in the Schedule below. Make-up exams may be given: (i) at your instructor’s discretion, and (ii) when reasonable and unavoidable circumstances are involved, and (iii) when notice is given to your instructor. Advanced notice that you can’t take an exam as scheduled is appreciated.  Otherwise, you must contact your instructor by phone or email on the same day of the missed exam. A coach’s/doctor’s/police certificate will be required as appropriate. Under all other circumstances, you get zero for the test. The three highest exams will be credited, after dropping the lowest score. All three tests will be counted, even if you have a zero in one or more of them.
· Comprehensive FINAL EXAM (100 pts).

· SHORT QUIZZES (10+ pts. each).  These will typically be held at the beginning of class, with absolutely no make-ups given.  These materials are meant to reinforce the material covered. You must provide your own paper for these.

· HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS (points vary). These will include various questions, problems, worksheets that are meant to reinforce the material covered. End-of-Chapter questions from the text may also be included. Homework is due at the beginning of the class on the due-day. Those coming late (shame on you!) must submit it as you come in. Those who miss class on the due-day may submit the homework on the next meeting only if you call or email your instructor on the same day about your absence.  Absolutely no homework will be accepted under any other circumstances. 
· Attendance will be checked using a sign-up sheet passed around at the beginning of class. 
	GRADE DISTRIBUTION
	GRADING SCALE

	4 Regular Exams: 60%
	A: 90-100 %

	Final Exam: 20%
	B: 80-90 %

	Quizzes: 10%
	C: 70-80%

	Homework Assignments: 10%
	D: 60-70%

	Attendance: 1%
	F: < 60 %


Academic Standards: 

The Casper College Student Conduct and Judicial Code outlines your rights and responsibilities. You are responsible for being familiar with these. You are encouraged to study together, exchange ideas, etc. However, copying of someone else's calculations, observations, ideas, and/or writings, or plagiarism of any other sort, is cheating and will be handled accordingly. 
Retention Alert (RA) and Faculty Initiated Withdrawal (FIW): 

Your instructor reserves the right to initiate an RA after three consecutive no-shows to lecture, and an FIW after two continuous weeks of absence (as per the current guidelines in the CC Catalog).
Special Needs: 

Any students with special learning needs must contact their instructor during the first two weeks of class. A signed letter from Accommodative Services documenting your needs is required. Accommodations cannot be made without the letter. Only when this letter is received will the accommodations be implemented. Accommodations are not retroactive to past exams, essays, etc… and can only be instituted beginning on the date of the receipt. In particular, those students taking exams through Accommodative Services in general must take their exam on the same day and start at the same time as the scheduled classroom examination. 

Hierarchy for Student Complaints or Commendations: 

Any student concerns should be addressed to the following people in the following order:
1 Course Instructor

2 Chemistry Department Chair (Dr. Mitchel Millan)

3 Physical Sciences Division Chair (Ms. Deanna Schaff)

4 Vice President for Academic Affairs (Dr. Carmen Simone)

Your concerns can usually (and easily) be addressed at your Instructor’s level. Often, an honest, frank, and respectful discussion is all that’s needed. After this, and only after this, should you move up the chain-of-command if the solutions presented are not to your satisfaction. 
Additional Materials:
Many extra-text materials will be used in class. Many of the lectures will be done using overhead projector slides. Your instructor realizes that it is a common difficulty for you to read OHP slides, listen to the lecture, and take notes at the same time. Thus, see immediately below.

WebCT CE6:

On a trial basis, these additional materials will be made available to you using WebCT CE6. You must register for the class online, specifically  for design course Mitchel 01. Your instructor will give separate detailed instructions on how to do this. In millan 01, you will find posted this syllabus, OHP slides used in class, extra notes, homework assignments, and a calendar for all events/announcements pertinent to this course.  For those of you who are not exactly computer savvy, a hardcopy of identical material will be posted on the bulletin board beside PS 330.
Preparing for the Exams, and the Results: 

Review sessions will not be held during class time. Your instructor will post (WebCT CE6 and bulletin board beside PS 330) “Need-To-Know” Sheets that outlines what to expect in each Exam and the Finals. Also, your instructor has office hours, an email address, and a phone- use them. Your exams will returned and discussed, typically within two meetings after the test. You may discuss your test results and grade with your instructor during office hours. 

Anything else?:
· Do I need to attend class? As Mr. T says, “I pity the fool who don’t come to class!” 

· Come to class on time. Coming late can be disruptive, and is disrespectful to your classmates and instructor.
· Turn your cell phones off. If you make or answer a phone call during class, your classmates may (in fact, are strongly encouraged to) listen in on your conversation, point at you derisively, and say, “What a Jacques Asse!!!” (in the correct French accent).
· You will be called upon to participate in class. Pay attention. Stay awake.

· Yes, you may use pencils in quizzes, problem sets, and Exams.

SCHEDULE: Chapters are from the required text.
Aug
28



Introduction and Discussion of Syllabus





Ch 1 (Introduction to Chemistry)


30, Sep 1


Ch 2 (Scientific Measurements)
Ch 3 (The Metric System)
Sep 
4



Labor Day: No Meeting




6,8,11,13


Ch 2 (Scientific Measurements)
Ch 3 (The Metric System), continued

15,18,20,22


Ch 4 (Matter and Energy)
25
EXAM 1 (Coverage: Chs 1-4)

27,29 Oct 2,4 
Ch 5 (Models of the Atom)
Oct
6,9,11



Ch 6 (The Periodic Table)


13



Ch 7 (Language of Chemistry)

16



EXAM 2 (Coverage: Chs 5-7)

18,20



Ch 8 (Chemical Reactions)
23



Fall Break: No Meeting


25,27,30


Ch 8 (Chemical Reactions), continued
Nov
1,3,6,8,10,13,15

Ch 9 (The Mole Concept)





Ch 10 (Stiochiometry)
3



Last to Day to Withdraw
17



Advising Day: No Meeting

20



EXAM 3 (Coverage: Chs 8-10)
22,23,24


Thanksgiving Break: No Meetings
27,29, Dec 1,4,6,8,11 

Ch 11 (The Gaseous State)
Ch 12 (Chemical Bonding)

Dec
13



EXAM 4 (Coverage: Chs 11-12)

15



General Review / Assessment

18-21



Final Exam TBA
