Evaluating Electronic Sources
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· Who are the author(s)?
· What are their credentials?  
· What is their education background?
· What have they published?
· What is their experience in the field?
· What institution/organization are the authors affiliated with?
· Is this institution/organization a credible source for this type of information?
· If the institution/organizational affiliation is not identified, try backing up to another part of the electronic file.  You can also decipher the URL (Uniform Resource Locator), the address of the Web site:

.edu
Educational Institution

.gov
Government Agency

.com
Commercial Enterprise

.org
Not-for-profit Organization

.mil
U.S. Military Branch
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· Who is the intended audience?
· What is the purpose the site?
· When was the site last updated?
· How current is the information?
· Is the site just a list of more links?
· Is the information accurate?
· Is the information popular or scholarly?
· Is the information supported by references?
· Is the information an electronic “copy” from a newspaper, magazine, journal, or book?
· Is the information only a summary or abstract from a more complete source?  
· Is the information factual or only opinion?
· How does the information compare with other sources available at the Casper College Library? 
