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A tradition of rodeo 
excellence  

Few college rodeo programs anywhere 
have the kind of tradition enjoyed by 
Casper College.  

With four national team championships 
and three more finishes in the top three 
during the past 30 years, Casper College 
ranks among the most successful 
programs in the country. Former T-Bird 
cowboys have gone on to no less than 
126 professional titles. This long-
standing tradition starts over 50 years 
ago when Dale Stiles hosted the first 
Casper College rodeo. At the time, no 
other junior college had fielded a rodeo 
team, let alone hosted its own rodeo. 
Through the years, Stiles would coach 
some of the sport’s greatest stars, and 
become a legend himself. Although Stiles 
retired in 1990 the rodeo he started in 
1955 is going strong today. The annual 
event hosted by Casper College, still 
carries the name of its founder, the late 
Dale Stiles.  

Today the tradition of Casper College 
rodeo goes far beyond the names in the 
record book. Casper College prides itself 
as the first junior college to sponsor a 
rodeo, the first junior college to win a 
team championship, and the first to win 
four consecutive team titles.  

Some Former T-Bird Greats  

� Kelly Timberman  - Bareback  
� Chris LeDoux  - Bareback  
� Larry Sandvick  - Bareback  
� Bryce Miller  - Saddle Bronc  
� Joe Alexander  - Bareback  
� Mike Moore - Bull Riding  
� Dave Brock  - Calf Roping  
� Willow Nicholas  - Breakaway Roping 
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Head Coach Tom Parker  
Family:  Married 34 years to wife Linda, two sons 
Jerrod and Ryan 
Education:  Attended Northwest College, earned a 
bachelor’s and master’s degree from the University of 
Wyoming 
Experience:  College rodeo contestant who later 
earned his pro card. Taught agriculture at Cody and 
Torrington High Schools before coming to Casper 
College in 1990 to teach and coach rodeo. Serves on 
the National Intercollegiate Rodeo Board of Directors 

CC boss loves what he does after 17 years  

Ask Tom Parker about coaching rodeo and you’ll still 
see a twinkle in his eye. He loves what he does. 

Parker has been the corral boss at Casper College for the past 17 years, and says 
“I’m still lovin’ it.”  

“It’s a great profession,” he says. “I enjoy working with the kids, knowing that 
maybe I can make a difference for them, not just in rodeo but in the classroom and 
in life.” 
Parker says he is proud of the fact that rodeo at Casper College has the kind of 
tradition it does. It is considered a varsity sport and treated that way by the 
college’s leadership. 

Parker brings a lot of experience to the arena. Ever since he started riding bucking 
horses in high school, rodeo has been a big part of his life. He competed at 
Northwest College and later at the University of Wyoming, where he was a student 
director in the NIRA. Later, he rode professionally before turning his attention full 
time to teaching and coaching. 

Parker will tell you that not much has changed in the sport of rodeo. It still takes 
the same things as it always did: commitment, perseverance and heart. 
Parker has fielded competitive teams every year, including last year’s strong third-
place finish in the region for the men’s team. He has taken three teams to the 
College National Finals and numerous individuals, including Kelly Timberman and 
Bryce Miller. Many other members of the CC rodeo teams through the years have 
gone on to success outside the arena. 
Parker is the first to give credit to somebody else. “We’ve been fortunate to have 
great support,” he says, pointing to the CC leadership, the Natrona County 
Fairgrounds staff and members of the community. 

“I’ve always said if coaching was all there was to this, I could do it forever,” he says 
with a grin.  

Heidi Knapp  joined the Casper College staff this 
season as assistant rodeo coach. She brings with her 
a wealth of experience and plenty of credentials. She 
was a three-time College National Finals Rodeo 
qualifier at Casper College, and qualified again while 
rodeoing for the University of Wyoming her senior 
season. A three-time regional champion goat tyer, she 
also competed in barrel racing and breakaway roping. 
She is a cowgirl who knows how to win and has 
already brought quality instruction and a caring 
commitment to the practice arena. Heidi is the 
daughter of Jim and Marsha Knapp of Casper. 
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Head Coach Tom Parker 
Casper College Rodeo Team  

Assistant Coach Heidi Knapp 
Casper College Rodeo Team  
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Brody Allen  
Sophomore 
Bar Nunn, WY 
High School: Natrona County 
Parents: Larry and Vicki Allen 
Event: Team roping 
Major: Agriculture 

Likes to hunt, fish and work on the family ranch 

Taylor Engum  
Freshman 
Hyattville, Wyoming 
High School: Walton (Ga.) 
Parents: Rick and Lynn Engum 
Event: Saddle bronc 
Major: Ag business 

Got his start in rodeo competing in wild horse races 

Katie Felix  
Freshman 
Lander, WY 
High School: Lander Valley 
Parents: Sara and John Felix 
Events: Breakaway, team roping, goat tying 

Helped the Tigers win state in basketball last season 

Jake Hamilton  
Sophomore 
Casper, WY 
High School: Natrona County 
Parents: Loretta and Steve Hamilton 
Event: Tie down roping 
Major: Fire Science 

A Silverstate International Rodeo qualifier in high 
school 

Blake Henry  
Sophomore 
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Glenrock, WY 
High School: Glenrock 
Parents: Mike and Susan Henry 
Events: Tie down roping, team roping 
Major: Ag business 

Likes rodeo, women and rock n’ roll 

O.J. Huxtable  
Sophomore 
Douglas, WY 
High School: Douglas 
Parents: Jim and Dent Huxtable 
Events: Tie down roping, team roping, steer wrestling 
Major: Ag business 

“I’ve been rodeoing since I could walk.” 

Josh Kerns  
Freshman 
Torrington, WY 
High School: Lingle-Ft. Laramie 
Parents: Dale and Jaci Kerns 
Event: Team roping 
Major: Ag business 

Earned three varsity letters in wrestling 

Staci Miller  
Sophomore 
Gillette, WY 
High School: Campbell County 
Parents: Doug and Mary Miller 
Events: Breakaway, team roping 
Major: Elementary Education 

Outstanding FFA Senior at CCHS 

Nicole Morse  
Sophomore 
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Midwest, WY 
High School: Midwest High School 
Parents: Danny and Ronda Morse 
Events: Goat tying, barrel racing 
Major: Occupational therapy 

An Oiler MVP in basketball two years in a row 

Nick Newman  
Sophomore 
Casper, WY 
High School: Kelly Walsh 
Parents: Brett and Cherri Newman 
Events: Saddle bronc, bull riding 
Major: General construction 

Honor student who qualified for Silverstate in high 
school 

Surrey Nugent  
Sophomore 
Big Piney, WY 
High School: Big Piney 
Parents: Tim and Lori Nugent 
Events: Barrel racing, breakaway, goat tying 
Major: Occupational Therapy 

Team’s basketball MVP her senior season 

Crystal Rice  
Sophomore 
Glenrock, WY 
High School: Glenrock 
Parents: Larry and Tera Rice 
Event: Barrel racing 
Major: Art 

A member of the GHS choir 

Kylee Rinehart  
Sophomore 
Highmore, SD 
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High School: Highmore 
Parents: Brady and Wendi Rinehart 
Events: Breakaway roping, goat tying 
Major: Criminal justice 

Played on this year’s Region IX champion women’s 
hoops team 

Chris Robinett  
Freshman 
Powder River, WY 
High School: Natrona County 
Parents: Keith and Millie 
Event: Team roping 
Major: Ag science 

Loves breaking colts and working on the ranch 

Jimmy Roedeske  
Freshman 
Cartwright, ND 
High School: Watford City 
Parents: Fred and Laurie 
Events: Tie down roping, steer wrestling, team roping 
Major: Ag business 

Started team roping in 6th grade 

Garrett Rothenhoefer  
Freshman 
Casper, WY 
High School: Natrona County 
Parents: Greg and Cari Rothenhoefer 
Event: Team roping 
Major: Ag business 

A 4-year letter winner in wrestling for the Mustangs 

Casey Schell  
Junior 

Page 5 of 8Casper College - Current Students - Rodeo Roster

6/12/2007http://www.caspercollege.edu/students/whileyourhere/athletics/rodeo/roster.html



Glenrock, WY 
High School: Glenrock 
Parents: Jim and Deb Schell 
Events: Steer wrestling, team roping 
Major: Mathematics 

Two time state wrestling and football champion 

Jesse Snell  
Freshman 
Wheatland, WY 
High School: Home schooled 
Parents: Ed and Gloria Snell 
Event: Saddle bronc 
Major: Landscape Design 

Loves to play guitar and snowboard 

Jeff Stull  
Freshman 
Casper, WY 
High School: Natrona County 
Parents: Wendi and Gary Stull 
Event: Bull riding 
Major: Ag business 

The first Chris LeDoux scholarship recipient 

Cody Stearns  
Sophomore 
Douglas, WY 
High School: Douglas 
Parents: Jane and Gary Stearns 
Event: Barrel racing 
Major: General studies 

Helps with Helluva Hunt for Disabled Sportsmen 

Dave Stuen  
Sophomore 
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Colors: Red and White 
Athletic Director:  Bill Landen 
President:  Dr. Walter Nolte 

Rapid City, SD 
High School: Rapid City Central 
Parents: Ron and Pat Stuen 
Event: Bull riding 
Major: Fire science 

Outstanding football player and wrestler at RCC 

Clarissa Tavener  
(no info available yet…)  

Carla Weiser  
Sophomore 
Wheatland, WY 
High School: Wheatland 
Parents: Al and Jan 
Events: Breakaway, team roping, barrel racing, goat 
tying 
Major: Range Management 

State HS rodeo queen in ’02 and CRMR breakaway 
director 
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