Oral History FAQ’s
What should I do? What questions should I ask?
Good questions!  The Oral History Cooperative has an interview template, interviewing tips and suggestions, and some oral history question banks.   We also offer a variety of web sites and library resources that you may also find useful.  These resources are mere a place for you to start, as you design questions and a pattern that will best suit you, your purpose and your interviewee.
How should I do an interview?
Remember:  it is personal!  The most important thing to remember is that successful interviews are about the relationship between you and your interview subject.  To get the best from your colleague, listen to her story and respond!  A successful interview is a conversation; don’t be afraid to follow the conversation where it leads, rather than focusing solely on the specific pre-selected topics or questions.  Some of the most interesting information results from follow-up questions that pursue an interesting angle or topic your subject brought up.
Where should we conduct this interview?

You’re right—it is “location, location, location!”  The site you select for the interview is also significant.  Locations can add meaning to the interview.  In addition, you will want the space to be quiet, comfortable, and free of interruptions.  One great site for the interview could be in the rooms in the Western History Center in the Goodstein Foundation Library that may be reserved for the taping of oral history interviews.,  
Be sure to reserve interview space in advance.  Libby Harlin, a Casper College Library Specialist, is the Oral History Cooperative’s “go-to” person!  She will help with reservations and space availability for your taping sessions in the Western History Center..  Contact Libby at 268-2367, or at lharlin@caspercollege.edu     Or, you may choose a location that has meaning for you and your interview subject.   Of course, special care should be taken to limit interruptions, distractions and noise.
Is this on the record?

It is important to have a record of your interview either in an audio or video recording..  Teri Hedgpeth, Director of the Western History Center, has access to a professional quality, digital audio recording system, purchased specifically for collecting oral histories.   Contact Libby Harlin (at 268-2367, or at lharlin@caspercollege.edu  ) to arrange to use the recorder and/or to arrange to learn how to use the recorder.    You may also choose to have a photographic record of your interviews by taking digital photos yourself.    If you would like to digital video recording, you may elect to record  the interview in the Casper College Oral Communication lab, located in Krampert Theatre, room 155.  Contact Jessica Hurless at jhurless@caspercollege.edu or at 268-2660, or Ebba Stedillie at ebbas@caspercollege.edu or at 268-2496 to reserve a day and time to record your  interview in that space.
Speaking of “on the record…”

Both you and your subject should fill out the interview consent form , as this aids in the archiving process, as well as offers contact information if further research is conducted.  All interviewees must sign an Oral History Consent Form prior to their interview.  This will allow us to permanently archive the interview in the Casper College Western History Center and allow researchers to use the interview contents.
