Campus Master Plan Refresh 

Steering Committee Meeting

April 17, 2009
Present:  Dr. Nolte, Carmen Simone, Laura Driscoll, Randy Stutheit, Mike Sawyer, Dave Arndt, Rich Fujita, Lisa Goss, Bob Sutter, Grant Wilson, Lynnde Colling, and Laurie Lye.  Also present were Deb Catellier and Tim Schenk from GSG Architecture.
Dr. Nolte began by saying that we had minimal response on the comments we requested from the campus community in spite of an e-mail pointing to drawings and supporting information on the Master Plan web page.  He stated that if the Steering Committee approved the most recent drawings today then on Tuesday, April 21st he will ask the Casper College Board to approve them.  Carlene Nolan-Pederson from tBP/Architecture is preparing text and other materials to accompany the drawings.  If the board approves this then Dr. Nolte will recommend that a traditional design bidding process take place.  Time has been in our favor with construction costs substantially down and we hope to come in under budget.  Many firms are calling in, interested in being a part of the bidding process.  Dr. Nolte reminded us as we consider the drawings today to be aware we are not concerning ourselves over the small exterior details like sidewalks and trees and to think of these plans in a global sense.
Mike reported that the preliminary soil testing he ordered showed nothing out of the ordinary.  There are basically 3 layers; some specialized equipment will be used when they get down to the shale.  When we do go out to put this together, the soil testing will be all done.  Mike has also been working with some architects from Colorado to finalize a room design for the residence halls.  Modular construction is being considered for the halls because it will take less than half the time to construct them. Mike’s efforts to-date have simply been preliminary steps.  He plans to meet at the end of April with our campus residence halls folks.  
Laura expressed concern that when we plan residence hall construction, we keep in mind that they are in great demand with all the summer programs we offer.  Mike responded that this sort of modular construction is an excellent solution to just such a concern and construction of them should not hinder or disturb those programs substantially.

Tim Schenk from GSG reviewed the current drawings.  The basic facts are as follows:

-The “Gateway Building” will be around 80-90,000 sq. feet. 
-It will probably be three stories high with three main entry ways.
-On the proposed placement of the Gateway building, much of the building will be built into the hillside if we don’t want to move the bell tower.  There will be areas of light wells that will bring natural light to the lower levels, much as the Goodstein Library now has.  

-The future Student Union Building will probably be 3 stories high with a partial 4th story and will go into the hill some, but will also be stair-stepped.  When this building is completed, Roberts Commons will come down.  
-The new Music building will be around 30,000 sq. feet and built on the corner of Lisco drive and the main campus through-way.  

-The proposed placement for the music building will have an “arts walkway” tying the “arts corridor” together, with consideration for the community events it will host in terms of drop-off, pedestrian traffic and parking.

-Residence Halls should aim for accommodating 500 students.

-In response to the concerns about parking needs, Tim wanted us to know that if all the recommended changes are followed, 200 parking spaces will actually be added to what we now have.  In addition, should we adopt the parking model in the area of the tennis courts as proposed for the future, that concept would provide for another 200 spaces.  This area would be landscaped and designed to provide a visually appealing area as well as a safe place to cross College Drive.
-The central “green zone” depicted on the map would have a fountain off to the side, allowing for a great gathering spot in the center and a spacious feeling between the Library and the Student Union building.  We don’t want the library to get lost in the plan and that will be considered as we continue to build.  The design shows a “tall” entry area that could be well lit to call attention to it.
-The T-bird could be moved to a prominent position on Casper Mountain Road at the entrance to Casper College.

Some questions were posed by the Steering Committee:

Grant:  Is there an entrance on the north side of the Gateway Building?  
Tim:  Yes, that entrance would be in the area of the present parking lot between PS and the bell tower, but the main entrance is on the east side, easily seen from College Drive.  Just inside the east entrance to the building there would be a gathering area where dissemination in multiple directions could take place with vertical circulation being incorporated internally.   A third entrance is on top at the same level as the present parking lot for the Business Building.  
Randy pointed out the lighter colored area on the west side of the Business building.  Tim explained that we might want to consider a “pathway of movement” for traffic going from lower to upper campus in this spot.  This would decrease internal traffic in the Business building cutting down on interior maintenance and it could be open extended hours beyond when the Business Building is.  It would have lots of glass and be a well-lit, covered area that could perhaps include a sloping ADA-compliant ramp and elevator.

 Mike expressed concern about the V-shaped upper area of the Gateway building as being an area that could catch a great deal of weather.  Tim suggested door problems can often be handled by using slider doors.
Tim pointed out that there must be enhancement for pathway systems linking buildings on campus which would serve the dual purpose of slowing down traffic and getting people more accustomed to a pedestrian-type atmosphere.  

There was discussion on the placement of the ECLC.  Movement of this program to the Strausner Student Center has been considered, with joint housing of the education programs.

It is not a decision we need to make at this time.

-Utility concerns for gas lines, electrical and water will be considered as we move through this process.  Dave explained that there is a pretty big area by the AD building that would need to be realigned, but Mike sees this as a doable summer-time project.  Mike stated as we move along through the process we’ll be burying lines.  Having the south side of AD redone will be major benefit to existing difficulties that area experiences.  “Roundabouts” for moving traffic through trouble spots, especially when there is an incline, are really useful and will be considered.  Dr. Nolte asked Tim if we could we get some concepts on how roundabouts might look at 3 locations by Tuesday for the board meeting but Tim said he would be unable to get them ready in time. 
Grant:  How tall is the music building? Tim said it was not decided whether it will be one or two stories but expressed he was aware that the music people think it needs to be two stories.  Again, another decision for the future.  Lynnde expressed concern about the narrowness of Lisco drive and the trouble diagonal parking created.  This will be considered.  Dave pointed out we needed to resolve the difficult entrance area by the T-Bird. 
Dr. Nolte asked how we felt about the drawings, and Bob made a motion to approve the drawings.  It was seconded by Rich, and when the question was called, it was unanimous.  Dr. Nolte asked Tim if he would come to the board meeting up in the Nichols auditorium next Tuesday.  Todd and/or Mike will be asked to be there to run the AV.  Laurie will send pdf’s of the drawings to them and prepare packets of material for the board members, etc.  Dr. Nolte said to understand that our work is just really beginning and there is much to do.  
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Lye

