CMP campus comments, 4/6/09

Laurie:

What does the "orange" on the west side of the business building represent?  Also, what is the "hardened surface" on the north side of the business building about?  Is it a relocation of the walkway?  

Concerning the greenhouse located on the west side of the Loftin Life Science Building, are there any discussions of moving it to a "sunnier" location?  If there are, please keep in mind that proximity to a classroom is critical.  So if it gets relocated either it will have to have a classroom attached to it.  Also, it needs access by the general public.  Years ago, Biology submitted a plan to move the greenhouse out into Miliken Commons to expand it and have it still attached to Loftin.  I wish you would re-look at those plans.  It would still work well.  I understand this is coming from only a faculty perspective and may not seem important to engineers and planners but my classes use the greenhouse a bunch.  

Thanks.  

Evert Brown

307/268-2407

4/11/09

Hi, Guys.

Just a quick note to say that if Expression is moved out of the CE, we WILL need an office as large or larger than the current one.  The staff is also asking for a large artists' lounge adjacent to the office -- a space similar in size to the Vista Lounge -- where writers, musicians and artists can hang out and create together and hold regular open mikes.  Ideally, if such a lounge is possible, we'd like plenty of natural light, tiled floors (to allow for spills), a piano, and plenty of comfy chairs.  This may all be a pipe dream -- but that's the request.

Terry Rasmussen
Comments received after February campus meetings:

Melissa Connely:

I do not agree to move the gateway building to the lower campus for several reasons.

1. To get our campus more cohesive, the gateway building should be more central. If we plan to expand again in the future, we will have the same problem we do now. The heart of the campus should be in the heart and not on the periphery.

2. The lower campus is too crowded as it is. Yes we can walk if parking is an issue, but for me, running down the hill for official business is a big problem. Especially if I am carrying large loads of books, copies, etc. If the Gateway building is going to house workforce development, that would be an increase in student activity as well. All would agree that more congestion down the hill would not be better.

3. It is important that we do not build anything into the hillside. If you look at the current buildings perched on the hill, you will see that they are not stable and continue to slide downhill. Even our new PS building suffers from the same problem. We are built on the Cody Shale. It is several hundred feet thick of soft expanding clay and nearly impossible to stabilize. The cost of making the building structurally sound could double the cost of the building. This problem is exaggerated by water flow. As we see already, it is difficult to impossible to control the flow of underground water. The hill is a natural place for run off of the upper campus. The flat upper campus is much more stable if you stay away from the edge of the hill. The gateway building will be the centerpiece of the campus. It should be the best built and the last building to be replaced. We don't want it to start looking shabby in a few years. The best way to handle our soil situation is to build flat on a flat surface and do not water or irrigate anywhere near the building. Green spaces should be isolated from the buildings not next to them. Yes, this is a horrible concept but one that is important to our climate and geology. Water flow is as important to the overall design as is the roads, walkways, and parking lots.

On a second issue, (and I have mentioned this before) all buildings should take into consideration flow of traffic. First, Most of our buildings do not have a designated loading and unloading area for large groups. For example, with the new music building, an area that can handle busses to unload students carrying heavy musical instruments without blocking traffic should be part of the overall building plan. We get a lot of visitors from other schools, local and statewide. When they visit, the busses have no place to unload and or park without obstructing traffic. On big events, whole parking lots must be closed to accommodate our visitors. If the music building is to host public performances, then again a loading and unloading area for our older patrons would be a friendly and accommodating gesture. I am mentioning this from experience in my own building area where a single bus carrying school children can block traffic for several minutes. Students are trapped in our parking lot and could easily be late for another class. And finally, our buildings should be more green in their design. They should utilize the natural heating and cooling of our sun and our wind. We are an institution of learning and one way to teach is by example. We are entering a new era and it is our chance to be leaders in alternative building design. I would be happy to answer any questions and I would invite all of you to tour each building on campus, even if it would be a second tour. I would be glad to join you. Please look at their structures and see for yourselves which buildings are stable and which are moving. How old is the building and does it look its age? What is the orientation to the building? How does the sunlight and the wind flow through the building. (Yes the wind does flow through several buildings).

Thank you for your time.

Melissa

Heather Huber:

1. I felt that the panel of architects were not really hearing what we said, but rather defending their plan.

2. I think that a parking structure built into the hillside would be our best way to accommodate parking both for the lower and the upper campus. I believe a creative architect could make the structure both practical and pleasant to the eye. Perhaps the top of the structure could also be a patio with planters, tables, and sun/wind shelter for students to enjoy the view. If maintenance is a problem, then a parking pass could be purchased for the daytime parking and assigned... with the structure open to the public in the evenings for sporting events, etc.

3. The architects also stated that parking was not the problem, but convenience was the problem... like this was a bad thing for faculty to be concerned about. They may not realize how late some of us stay, how much equipment and books we have to transport to other facilities and home to do extra work... I do have a rolling suitcase, but it doesn't get through the snow very easily and the trek across the parking lot is often very icy. More than one injury has been sustained due to icy parking lots on campus... part of the territory, but something to be aware of...

4. Another problem with the parking is the use of neighborhoods... While folks have been very good about putting up with use of neighborhoods now, I will bet that will become a problem in the future. A survey of the neighbors may awaken us to how they really feel about obtaining parking stickers for their own areas, and what if they plan to have guests? Whose convenience are we looking at now? We need to respect the community that has been very generous and gracious to our facility.

5. Green space would be wonderful, but unfortunately only something we could enjoy for about four months of the year, maybe five, and only two of those during the normal school year with the wind and blowing snow. What would happen if we domed an area and turned it into an indoor green space...sort of an expanded greenhouse? I know this is really reaching, but I can only imagine how much use it would get... think about some theater in the round, small concerts, brown bag lectures, etc... I think students and faculty would flock there just to get a little summer dreaming and a green fix during those long gray months of winter. No smoking.. of course. I see the green space planned at this time a place where people will go to smoke and that is disgusting. Who will pick up all those nasty butts? They are bad enough at the entryway to all of the buildings. So until we are a smoke-free campus, I can see problems with that.

Thanks. HH

