


Literacy Link

On September 9, 2011, the Casper
College ABE/GED Center held an open house to
showcase its newly remodeled home. Center
staff had worked closely with the college’s
physical plant and Casper architects to design
a center that would operate in a more energy

efficient manner.
Before the remodel, it was not unusual to walk into one
classroom that was 61 degrees, while another classroom was 84
degrees (not an exaggeration). In the wintertime, when it was freezing
outside, you might find the windows wide open in one room, and
space heaters running in another. And speaking of those windows

... in the ‘before remodel’ scenario, when the Casper wind blew, the
windows rattled and cold air would blow in. During the summer, the
window air conditioners worked their hardest to cool the classrooms,
but the noise created by these cooling monsters was disruptive to
the teaching environment (especially for those of us whose hearing is
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slightly challenged). Then, on days when fresh air was desired,
windows were opened, and on at least two occasions, birds wanting
to get in on some educational action had to be gently escorted (i.e.,
chased) from the room.

The remodel, funded through the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009 monies, replaced the windows with energy
efficient (and screened) windows ... no more birds in the classroom!
The antiquated heating system was replaced with an energy-efficient
heating and cooling system that makes for a more comfortable
learning environment in ALL classrooms.

Other welcome changes funded by the remodel included making
the best use of very limited space. A front office was converted into
a reception area. Previously, the center phone would ring directly into
the classroom and instructors would have to jump up to answer the
phones. Imagine an instructor teaching the Pythagorean Theorem to
a student only to be interrupted by a ringing phone that needed to be
answered!

In the ‘after remodel’ scenario, a fulltime office assistant (funded
with BOCES funds) now answers the phone; students clock in at the
reception area and are directed to their respective classrooms. The
center, though serving more students, actually seems less crowded
with the newly designed space.

Much has been said about the wastefulness of the Recovery
Act funds. Having seen first-hand how these funds were used, |
would tell you that every window, light fixture, and nail used in the
remode! project was manufactured in the USA (one of the many
requirements necessary to receive the ARRA funds). Additionally, local
contractors and workers were hired to do the remodel. Our center has
become much more energy efficient (both in the physical plant and
in personnel use), undoubtedly saving the college a good amount of
money in energy costs.

If you missed the open house, please stop by — we’d love to
show you our new home!
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Tradition and Graduation

For the past several years, the Casper ~ many hours beading his graduation cap!
College ABE/GED Center has facilitated He is enrolled at Central Wyoming College
an adult education/GED program at the in Riverton, and we all wish him well!
Casper Re-Entry Center — Residential
Treatment Center. This program consists
of Native American men from the western
United States. A recent GED graduate from
that program, Niles Stiffarm, traveled from
Montana with his grandmother and several
family members to attend GED graduation
in May. As you can see from Niles’
graduation portrait, his grandmother spent

In 2 Win a Big Hit!

Our structured class setting has been a big hit this as they are based on pretest scores. Our program prides
fall! A year ago, the Casper College ABE/GED program itself on its flexibility in meeting student needs and trying
offered students the opportunity to enroll in a scheduled out new ideas in the adult education field so this new
class. Since then, we have tweaked the times and options  study option for students is great!
available to students and this fall we are offering a “Math
17 class that focuses on the computational foundation and
a “Math 2” class that emphasizes the application of the
material. Students can enroll in one or both of the classes,

TEAL

Our ABE program at Casper College was asked conference in August. From this, each participating
to participate in a two-year nationwide pilot program, instructor and state set goals on implementing new
Teaching Excellence in Adult Literacy (TEAL), which ideas into their writing classes. The Wyoming state goal
is being hosted by the American Institute of Research. is to disseminate the information learned and provide
Kelsee Miller has been taking online courses with other instructors with activities that can be used in the
approximately 65 other adult basic educators in classroom.

13 states. The group met in Washington D.C. for a

Distance Education Option
GComes to Gasper

Students in adult basic education have attendance hours. Well, they can now, thanks
always wanted to study from home AND have to a new local policy that has been approved
the hours “count” toward their mandatory by the state. Ask us!!
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Literacy Volunteers of Casper
Casper College
125 College Drive
Casper, WY 82601
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From Haiti to Casper

Meeting Landy Millien at the Denver International Airport on
February 3, 2011 must have shocked Helen E. Byrd, retired Casper
College nursing instructor. Here was her young friend from Haiti
dressed in light clothing and a three-quarter-sleeve cotton jacket,
wearing sandals in the middle of a Rocky Mountain Winter! Thank
goodness Helen had brought her a winter coat and boots to wear
for the rest of Landy’s journey to Casper, Wyoming! The rest of the
saga is an extraordinary story of survival from Haiti’s worst natural
disaster to living the American dream among new friends and alien
surroundings.

The earthquake hit Haiti on January 12, 2010 at around 5 p.m.
Landy was trapped for three hours in the teachers’ bathroom at the
ENIP, the National Nursing School in Port-Au-Prince with a crushed
right foot, before she was rescued by agronomy students from the
nearby university. She didn’t have anywhere to go but the street that
night and got her first dressing only after she was sent home to
Cayes, where she spent four months in the hospital.

In February of that year, she got the first of two painful skin grafts.
It was then that she met Helen, one of a team called the Wyoming
Haitian Relief. For two weeks, Helen held Landy’s hand and never
left her side, helping her recuperate from the painful rehabilitation
that would take months. Before she left Haiti, Helen promised to
keep up with Landy’s progress through emails and texting. Helen’s
promise turned into a crusade to not only save her foot from atrophy,
but to give this charismatic young lady an opportunity for a future.
At her own expense and the bountiful help of friends, colleagues,
doctors, and institutions, Helen arranged for the documentation and
the medical care that would bring Landy to Casper.

Landy couldn't believe the generosity of these wonderful
friends. She was accepted as one of the family, treated by the best
doctors, and received so readily everywhere she went. Her new
“mom” looked after all her needs, including taking her to English as
a Second Language class, so that she might learn to speak English
and integrate more fully in the community.

ESL class gave her the support and direction she needed
to learn English quickly. She gained the confidence to explore
her future in nursing with her newly acquired language skills. Her
natural intelligence and curiosity helped Landy discover the many
possibilities she has at her reach but credits Helen for all her
blessings. “Helen is my mom and she cares for me like a daughter!
When | go on a trip, she will ask if | have a toothbrush or if | packed
what | need.” It is evident that Landy loves her new family and her
new circumstances in Gasper.

Landy feels very humbled by the generosity and acceptance of
the Casper community and wants to pay back this trust and friendship
through hard work and accelerated study. She is optimistic about
being able to extend her stay and prove to all who invested in her that
she can succeed in a new land and in a new language.

Lanqgy Millien



